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Article I1.—Clénical Lectures upon Mental and Nervous 
Diseases: Alcoholism, Alcohol and Absinthe, Absinthic 
Epilepsy. By M. MaGnan, Sainte Anne, Paris. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 631 
CoMPARATIVE investigations with the different substances 
which enter into the composition of the absinthe-liquor, have been 
made under the most diverse conditions upon dogs, cats, rabbits, 
rats, guinea-pigs, and different birds. Since our first experiments, 
extending back to 1864, we have used, so far as it was possible, 
products of the same quality ; we have procured from the house 

Chardin-Hadancourt, all the essences which we have used. 

Physiological phenomena of little importance have resulted 
from using the essences of anise, star-anise, angelica, calamus 
aromaticus, origanum, fennel, mint and balm, although used in 
enormous doses, such as 15 to 20 grammes introduced into the 
stomach of a dog of medium size. The respiration was, gen- 
erally, accelerated; the pulse became frequent; but the animal 
preserved his accustomed movements, he ate with good appetite 
and did not appear to be much inconvenienced. 


Vol. XXVI.— No. 21. I 





686 Chicago Medical Fournal. 


During several hours, sometimes even during two or three days. 
the pulmonary exhalation diffused the peculiar odor of the sub- 
stance ingested; the stools were likewise impregnated with the 
same odor. Essence of fennel placed under a bell-glass exhaled 
irritating vapors capable of producing lacrymation, cough, and 
sometimes salivation. In no case, let it be specially noted, did 
we detect epileptic or epileptiform convulsions. 

It remains for us now to determine the effects produced by the 
essence of absinthe, and when we shall have been fully instructed 
in the action of each one of these substances taken separately, we 
shall see how certain phenomena are developed under the influ- 
ence of mixtures of alcohol and essence of absinthe. 

Whenever the essence of absinthe is absorbed, certain phe- 
nomena appear, whose duration and intensity are in direct ratio 
to the dose of the poison which has passed into the circulation. 

Thus whilst a few centigrammes injected into the veins of a 
dog sufficed to develop symptoms, it was necessary to use three 
or four grammes, and sometimes more, when the poison was 
introduced into the stomach. 

M. Magnan indicates the precautions to be taken in these 
experiments, the difficulties to be encountered according to the 
animals experimented with, according to the channel of absorp- 
tion employed, whether the digestive tube (stomach or rectum), 
the pulmonary mucous surface, the cellular tissue or even the 
veins directly ; whatever may be the route traversed by the poison 
in order to reach the nervous centres, the following symptoms 
will be observed : 

When small doses of the essence of absinthe have been absorbed, 
there will be seen, soon afterwards, muscular tremors more or less 
marked, little, abrupt, interrupted shocks like electric discharges, 
repeating themselves one or more times in the muscles of the 
neck, and occasioning rapid and very circumscribed movements 
of the head, which is carried upward and backward; these con- 
tractions involve successively the muscles of the shoulders and of 
the back, and then induce abrupt shocks, exciting in spots and by 
jerks the anterior portion of the body ; the animal cowers, gathers 
himself together, and seems to resist with all his force these pow- 
erful discharges. This is not all: under certain circumstances, 


in the case of the dog. a very interesting phenomenon supervenes. 
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The animal stops suddenly, remains motionless, as if stupefied, 
with lowered head, gloomy countenance, and drooping tail; and 
retains this attitude during one-half to two minutes, then resumes 
spontaneously his accustomed movements. ‘This is a vertiginous 
state, which is not wanting in analogy to the ‘ petit mal,” or 
absent-mindedness of the epileptic. 

The effect of the essence of absinthe in large doses is different, 
or rather there is a greater degree of intensity of the phenomena. 
After prodroma analogous to the symptoms just described, or 
even abruptly and more or less rapidly, according to the channel 
of introduction of the poison, attacks supervene in which the 
animal falls suddenly, with trismus, tonic convulsions predomi- 
nating sometimes on one side of the body, and inducing a curva- 
ture, in which one side rests upon the ground by its middle 
portion, whilst the two extremities are elevated and bent upon 
the opposite side, approximate to each other. 

To these tonic convulsions succeed, at the end of some minutes, 
clonic convulsions with chattering of the jaws, which interlock, 
or approximate convulsively without actually coming in contact 
entirely ; next froth appears upon the lips, and sometimes the 
tongue is bitten; then stertorous respiration, evacuation of urine 
and faecal matters, and sometimes of semen. 

After the termination of the attack the animal retains, ordi- 
narily, a slight degree of stupidity, but subsequently resumes his 
habitual condition ; these attacks of epilepsy manifest themselves, 
sometimes, with this series of symptoms complete, having inter- 
vals between them of ten or twenty minutes or even more. Under 
the circumstances most frequently presented when the poison has 
been introduced into the stomach, a clear idea may be formed of 
the phenomena: but it is not always.so; some symptoms may 
be wanting, or perhaps may succeed each other so rapidly as to 
be confounded. In some cases the attacks succeed each other 
Without interruption, and thus there may be complicated, con- 
fused attacks with obstreperous convulsive rapid phenomena, 
in the midst of which the epileptic seizure is distinguished less 
clearly. 

But as, in the same animal, after two or three isolated attacks, 
there may sometimes be seen to occur successive seizures which 
encroach upon each other in the manner of intercurrent acces- 
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sions so as to constitute complicated attacks, by closely follow ing 
the progress of the symptoms, the characteristics of the seizure 
may be detected in the midst of the confused scene. Durine the 
interval of the convulsive accessions, in the case of the dog, some- 
times, real hallucinations may be witnessed. The animal elevates 
himself upon his paws, with bristling hair, frightened counte- 
nance, brilliant and blood-shot eyes staring fixedly, he barks 
furiously, advancing and receding as if in the presence of an 
enemy, then he becomes gradually more calm, and still growling 
for a few moments, finally becomes quiet. These phenomena, 
thus clearly outlined, only manitest themselves very rarely in the 
course of the experiments ; but, however, the animal is frequently 
seen to exhibit, by his movements. a terror more or less acute. 

In order to show you in a still more striking manner, the inde- 
pendence between the action of the cord and that of the brain, 
in the production of these two orders of facts, epileptic attacks 
on the one hand, fright and hallucination on the other, we shall 
subject to the action of absinthe, these two pigeons and this 
guinea-pig, from which the cerebral lobes have been removed. 
The convulsive attacks will be presented here, with the same 
characteristics as in those animals which have not undergone any 
mutilation. The poison acts, therefore, upon the entire cerebro- 
spinal system; but the appearance of cerebral phenomena in the 
intervals of the attacks, makes it evident that the action upon the 
different portions of the nervous centres can not be simultaneous ; 
the brain, indeed, seems to enter into action when the other por- 
tions, being exhausted, are in repose, and reciprocally. 

We have now acquired a tolerably complete notion of the com- 
parative action of alcohol and of essence of absinthe ; it remains 
to determine the effects produced upon the economy by the com- 
bination of these two agents administered at the same time. 

§$ IV.—Ifa mixture of alcohol and essence of absinthe be 
adininistered to an animal, at first alcoholic intoxication will be 
perceived, then the convulsive phenomena peculiar to absinthe, 
after a delay of one or more hours. 

How is this tardy appearance of absinthic convulsions to be 
explained? We believe that it should be attributed to the action 
of the alcohol upon gastric digestion and absorption, an action 
which the experiments of M. Claude Bernard with ether and 
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alcohol have perfectly demonstrated. Ether, you know, gentle- 
men, increases secretion, promotes digestion and absorption. 
Alcohol, on the contrary, diminishes and arrests secretion, retards 
digestion and absorption. It is no longer an excitant, it is an 
irritant. 

I exhibit to you here, a dog, to which we have administered 
sixty grammes of alcohol, and four grammes of essence of 
absinthe. He is plunged, at this moment, into alcoholic intoxi- 
cation. The absinthic convulsions will not be manifested until 
much later ; nevertheless, the poison has already commenced to 
enter the circulation, since we can, by approaching the nostrils 
of this animal, determine, at each expiration, a decided odor of 
absinthe. 

The delay in the gastric absorption, is not, however, the only 
cause which hinders the appearance of convulsive phenomena ; 
there is, in addition, the action of the alcohol upon the nervous 
centres, rendering them temporarily less sensitive. The following 
experiment will furnish us a demonstration of this: 

You have before you, a second dog, which, after having taken 
seventy grammes of alcohol, is perceived to be in a state of com- 
plete resolution. Disregarding the stomach, we will inject into a 
vein a few centigrammes of essence of absinthe. If the retard- 
ation of gastric absorption, due to alcohol, be the cause of the 
delay in the development of the symptoms. we shall see, in this 
case, the channel of absorption having been changed, the convul- 
sive phenomena, at the end of a few minutes, as in those cases in 
which injection into the veins is performed upon a_ perfectly 
healthy dog, and, in fact, this is exactly what happens. You 
perceive the animal exhibits an epileptic attack ; then, all is over, 
and we again recognize the condition of complete resolution. 
What does this experiment indicate? It shows us first, that, in 
the case of the first dog, the postponement of the convulsions was 
occasioned by the influence of the alcohol in the stomach. Next, 
that this postponement does not take place in a dog equally 
*alcoholized,” when the absinthe is injected into a vein. In the 
second place, it demonstrates the influence of alcohol upon the 
cord, of which the excito-motor power seems diminished, since 
we have recognized in the alcoholized dog, but a single attack in 


place of a tolerably long continued succession of convulsive 
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symptoms, as in the case of the animal submitted exclusively to 
the action of absinthe. , 
To sum up, the effects of alcohol and of absinthe are combined 
in the same subject, but a postponement and a slight diminution 
of intensity may be detected in the absinthic convulsions. In the 
case of animals dead in consequence of absinthic intoxication, 
the presence of the poison in the different organs may be deter- 
mined by the odor. For this method of examination, certain 
precautions must be taken on account of the penetrating odor of 
the absinthe, which diffuses itself everywhere, and which would 
prevent the formation of very precise ideas of the impregnation 


of the organs by this substance, at least in the immediate locality 


of the autopsy. The cerebro-spinal membranes will be found 


to be injected, but it is rare to find sanguineous infiltrations in 
their thickness. It is generally in the middle of the medulla 
oblongata and in its vicinity, that the hyperemia predominates. 
We have sometimes detected in the medullo-cervical region, a 
sanguineous infiltration of the pia-mater. 

The brain cut into thin slices exhibits, like the cord, a faint 
diffused injection, without foci. The stomach presents, excep- 
tionally, hemorrhages into the thickness of its coats, whilst by the 
action of alcohol it becomes the seat, as we have seen, of lesions 
ordinarily very intense. 

The pericardium, and in some cases the endocardium, presents 
little circumscribed ecchymoses, more numerous at the base of 
the heart, near the origin of the great vessels. 

The lungs, usually slightly injected, may exceptionally, be 
infiltrated with blood at several points. 

Nothing is found in other organs sufficiently constant, to 
deserve special notice. . 

The investigations which we have just made will enable us the 
better to appreciate in man the immediate effects of spirituous 
drinks, and to separate from simple acute alcoholism certain 
symptoms, such as the epileptic attacks, which never pertain 
to alcohol, but which depend almost exclusively upon absinthe. 
Whenever, accidentally, an individual drinks to excess, he be- 
comes drunk. If these excesses are repeated several times, there 
is not much delay in the production of new phenomena, both 
intellectual and physical, and authors justly discriminate between 
drunkenness and acute alcoholic mania, or delirium tremens. 
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I shall recur, later, to the symptoms of drunkenness in man, as 


we shall compare the phenomena observed in animals, in order 
to demonstrate their identity. I shall not dwell, at this time, 
upon the particular condition designated by Percy by the title of 
convulsive drunkenness, in which the motor disturbances consist 
in clonic convulsions, very irregular, and without determinate 
character.* 

Acute alcoholic mania, or delirium tremens, supervenes after 
repeated excesses in drinking, and ordinarily in persons habitua- 
ted to drinking, when, by the aid of libations (potations?) more 
abundant than usual, they have exceeded their limit of saturation. 
It is upon this soil, thus prepared, that frequently acute symptoms 
are developed. It is the more necessary to bear this in mind, 
because you will perceive, in this fact, the explanation of certain 
phenomena which it would be difficult to attribute to intoxication. 
Sometimes, indeed, in the alcoholized, a multiple and variable 
delirium supervenes, but with which the special delirium of alco- 
holism manifests itself. This multiple delirium is found to be in 
relation to the cerebral state of the individual anterior to the last 
debauch. The alcohol may indeed conduce to the development of 
this multiple delirium, as an exciting cause, but never as an effi- 
cient cause. In other words, alcohol produces only alcoholic 
delirium ; the other forms of delirium which may appear at times 
during alcoholism depend, I repeat it, not upon the poison itself, 
but upon the anterior state of the individual. 

In those cases, again, in which the patient was primitively 
insane, the poison does not fail in its legitimate results; if the 
dose be sufficient, it invariably produces its peculiar delirium ; 
this, however, is superadded to the anterior mental trouble, and 
by reason of its acuteness, in some cases, masks it completely, to 
the degree of rendering possible only the sole portion of the diag- 
nosis referable to the alcoholic symptoms. 

This is what happens, gentlemen, in general paralysis, espe- 
cially during its first period; at this time, the symptoms of the 
disease are slightly marked, the physical disturbances are con- 
fused and disappear in the midst of the tumultuous trembling of 
the delirium tremens; the paralytic delirium, hardly sketched 


* Ivresse Convulsive. D/éctionatre des Sciences Médicale, 1818, p. 249. 
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out, is likewise obliterated before the prodigious activity of the 
alcoholic hallucinations. As the memory is wanting, it is neces- 
sary to await the diminution of these tumultuous phenomena, in 
order to perceive the different signs of general paralysis emerging 

You will have the opportunity to see, amongst the different 
patients which we shall examine together, two paralytics who 
have drunk to excess. In one of them we can not, at this 
moment, detect any thing beyond an attack of del¢@réaum tremens 
if his perfectly well known antecedents did not aid us in com- 
pleting the diagnosis; this, moreover, will become directly possi- 
ble in a few days, when the alcoholic symptoms shall have 
amended. We will endeavor to determine the characters pecu- 
liar to acute alcoholic mania, or delérzum tremens. 

The symptoms arrange themselves naturally into two classes— 
intellectual disturbances, and physical disturbances. The phe- 
nomena on the part of the intellect consist especially in hallucina- 
tions, exceptionally of a joyous character, nearly always, on the 
contrary, as has been remarked long since, of a painful nature, 
and as M. Marcel says, determining moral impressions, of which 
the slightest would be astonishment, and the most vivid a_pro- 
found horror.* 

These hallucinations, according to their degree of intensity, 
according, likewise, to the disposition of the subject, give place 
to different reactions, capable of changing completely the physi- 
ognomy of the patient. 

Hence, the maniacal, melancholic, stupid forms of alcoholic 
madness, forms which might be multiplied, but without real 


profit, if it were desirable to express all the aspects under which 


the disease can present itself. But whence does it happen that 
one and the same cause, a poison, determines symptoms so dif- 
ferent? 

These hallucinations, as we have said, which have for their 
common characteristic the awakening of painful sentiments, pre- 
sent, in their mode of expression, diflerent degrees. 

In the first degree, the patient thinks that he hears abus« and 
provocations; he sees thieves, policemen, animals, or even that 

* De la folie causée par Vabus des boissons alcoholiques. Marcel. 


Thése de 1847, p. 12. 
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he hears the voices of his parents, of his friends, who call him, 
who point out dangers, who invoke his assistance, etc. 

Spurred on by these imaginings, the patient replies, threatens, 
quarrels, runs, dashes himself about, becomes furious, etc., quite 
as many acts which provoke in him turbulent manifestations, 
a maniacal condition. 

Under other circumstances, he fancies himself in prison, before 
a tribunal; he is accused of different crimes, and sometimes 
imagines that he has committed them, believes himself deceived 
by his wife, by his friends, assists at the burial of his parents, etc. 
Under the weight of these sad impressions he is sombre, restless, 
defiant; he complains, is frightened, endeavors to fly, sometimes 
even conceives projects of homicide or of suicide ; he appears, in 
a word, in the aspect of a melancholic. 

Finally, at a point still more advanced, he imagines himself 
loaded with chains, at the foot of the scaffold; he sees before him 
the bloody corpses of children; all is on fire; he is about to be 
ingulphed, etc. These imaginations have crushed him, exhausted 
him; he remains motionless in a state of complete stupor. 

Between these different conditions — maniac, melancholic, stu- 
pid—you understand, gentlemen, that numerous intermediate 
stages may be intercalated; but it will suffice for us to indicate 
it, by so much the more, that by following any one of the patients 
who are actually found in our wards, it will be possible to per- 
ceive, in the same subject, these different forms successively 
evolved. The direct examination of a patient will, much better 
than any description, impress upon the mind a clear idea of these 
varied transformations. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to make a rapid analysis of these phe- 
nomena. But, first, it will not be uninteresting to dwell upon the 
development of those symptoms which do not present themselves 
from the beginning with such prominent characteristics. 

A successive gradation, both in the intensity of the phenomena, 
and in their mode of evolution, may be observed. It proceeds 
from simple functional disturbance to illusion; from this to con- 
fused hallucination, which becomes by degrees distinct and pre- 
tise hallucination, which is the highest degree. Then in propor- 
tion as amelioration progresses, the phenomena gradually disap- 


pear, following the same order; that is to say, precise hallucina- 
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tions yield to confused hallucinations, these to illusions, which, 
in their turn, are followed by simple functional disturbance. 

Such is the habitual evolution of hallucinations in the course 
of alcoholism. Exceptionally, however, they may reach the'r 
climax suddenly. 

It is ordinarily at night that these accidents manifest them- 
selves at first, and it is difficult to determine exactly their mode 
of evolution, in consequence of the confused recollection which 
patients preserve of them. I can at least indicate to you with 
certainty their mode of disappearance. Hallucinations at first 
persist during the day and night, commencing to disappear dur- 
ing the day, to be reproduced at night with the same degree of 
intensity ; then becoming less clear, they appear at the moment 
of transition from wakefulness to sleep; next, only nightmare 
remains, which persists for a few moments after the subject 
awakens, then finally dreams; and, later still, the patient appre- 
ciates, with a certain degree of accuracy, all these sensorial 
troubles, which terminate by disappearing completely. Thus, at 
first, hallucinations by day and night, then only at night; later, 
confused hallucinations and illusions at the moment of transition 
from wakefulness to sleep; then during sleep, with restless 
awakening ; then, lastly, nightmares, dreams, and restoration 
health. 

It will be easy for you, gentlemen, to follow this retrograde 
movement in the majority of patients, however imperfectly you 


may fix your attention upon this point. In proportion as they are 


cured, they remark to themselves, with pleasure, the favorable 


changes which occur, and some are capable of recalling them in 
a very graphic manner. 

Let us see, now, how these phenomena are developed, in each 
direction. To the hearing, the first sensations are roaring, whist- 
ling, tinkling, ringing of bells, which the patient imagines 
funeral toll; next, confused noises, crashing, tumults, riots, 
lades; still later, cries of distress, confused voices, distinct voices, 
those of friends, of parents; then, again, abuse, menaces, accusa- 
tions, clearly stated, etc., aural hallucinations the most distinct. 

To the sight, the symptoms present themselves in the same 
manner; vision is disturbed, is obscured with mists, it perceives 


; Hi h ° 
sparks, flames, various colors, shadows, tremulous objects, phan 
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toms, then confused sensations of conflagrations, of precipices, of 
battles. In some cases, the patient perceives a dark spot, black- 
ish, with diffused margin, then with distinct limits and prolonga- 
tions, which become paws, and a head, and form an animal, 
a rat, a cat, a lion, etc., soldiers, police, assassins, etc. These 
are a few of the complicated troubles which are imposed upon 
the vision of the drunkard. 

The perversions, illusions and hallucinations of the senses of 
taste and smell, are less numerous and less varied; nevertheless 
the drunkard escapes neither offensive tastes nor odors. 

The general sensibility, with its different phases of anzsthesia 
and hyperzsthesia, furnishes, likewise, its contingent of painful 
sensations, and frequently its disturbances are associated with 
those of the other senses. Thus some inebriates see and feel ani- 
mals penetrating and tearing their skin and flesh ; or themselves 
surrounded by bands of iron which inlace, inclose and oppress 
them. They busy themselves in untwisting these metallic meshes, 
which incessantly reunite; or they may even see a portion of 
their bodies gnawed by worms. ‘They pick them off, and strug- 
gle, in the midst of the greatest anxiety, to detach and cast them 
tothe earth. I shall not attempt to picture to you the anguish of 
these wretches ; every inebriate who is presented to you will ena- 
ble you to complete the somewhat hurried enumeration which I 
have made of these symptoms. 

I shall not dwell, to-day, upon certain disturbances, which 
involve digestion and nutrition. I will, however, say, concerning 
the condition of the urine, that according to our physiological 
experiments, and especially according to our clinical investiga- 
tions, the presence of albumen in the urine must be considered a 
very unusual incident in acute alcoholism. 

The phenomena which occur in connection with mobility, are 
very remarkable; the shivering of the whole body, the general 
tremor, the convulsive trembling of all the muscles of the face, 
of the hands, of the legs, are exhibited to this degree in acute 
alcoholism alone. It is not necessary, in order to observe them, 
to exact from the patient certain movements, certain positions 
demanding a little more certainty, and more favorable, conse- 
quently, to the appreciation of the disorder. The most simple 
movements suffice to render evident the intensity of the motor 
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trouble. If the patient seizes you, you perceive that his fingers 
press in an irregular manner, so that the hand closes convulsively, 
or else a sort of arrest occurs. 

Should he attempt to speak, in the midst of the muscular quiv- 
ering, slight convulsive jerks may be observed, giving the coun- 
tenance an expression of grimace. When the arms are extended, 
besides the trembling in mass, little, irregular, unequal shocks 
manifest themselves in the greater portion of the muscles. In 
some parts the tendons become abruptly prominent, and by the 
application of the hand very irregular contractions will soon be 
detected. 

In the opinion of most physicians, these very considerable 
lesions of mobility are the necessary preliminary steps toward 
convulsive epileptic symptoms. After these, consequently, the 
epileptic crisis should be developed as the last term of the mus- 
cular disorders of acute alcoholism, and would always be the 
index of a grave condition. It is not so, gentlemen; the epilep- 
tic attack is not, in acute alcoholic mania, the highest expression 
of motor disturbance ; it is an accident independent of the other 
phenomena Certain patients indeed, sometimes, exhibit tremor 
of frightful intensity, and, nevertheless, they manifest no epilepsy. 
Others, on the contrary, have almost no tremor, and you perceive 
them suddenly surprised by the attack. These occurrences will 


no longer astonish you; you understand their explanation. 


Horcign Ltems. 


ImeperRtAL Academy of Medicine. Session of September 14, 
1869. 

M. Chassaignac read the following paper upon the subject of 
Vaccinal Syphilis: 

Without taking any direct part in the discussion, I desire to 
present a document of a character I believe to dissipate the 
doubts expressed by several of our colleagues. 

The first example of vaccinal syphilis which has been demon- 
strated in the hospitals of Paris dates from 1863. It is, conse- 
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quently, much anterior to the majority of the evidence adduced 
in the discussion. 

This fact, regarded as demonstrating the real existence of vac- 
cinal syphilis, or syphilis by vaccination, is of decisive precision 
and authenticity. It had for witnesses the medical staff of one of 
the large hospitals of Paris; and upon two successive occasions 
during the evolution of vaccinal-syphilitic-symptoms, a society 
perfectly competent upon questions of this character. 

A child, aged two years, which had been nursed by its mother, 
and whose father and mother were both free from every syphilitic 
affection, was brought into my department, at Lariboisicre, the 
Sth of August, 1863. This child had been vaccinated at the 
mayoralty of Montmartre, seven weeks before, the 27th of June, 
1863. Upon the third day the first vaccinal eruption developed 
itself; the pustules suppurated toward the gth of June (July ?). 
They dessicated, the crusts fell the 15th day, and the cicatrices 
appeared definite. 

Some days afterwards, three of the vaccinal cicatrices were 
replaced by ulcerations which suppurated, enlarged, assumed the 
dimensions of a 50-centime piece, became covered with a crust 
thick at the edges, thin in the centre. These ulcerations were 
indolent and rested upon an indurated base. The axillary ganglia 
were engorged, as were likewise the cervical ganglia. Upon the 
right ear a copper-colored papule appeared, covered with little 
grayish scales of entirely characteristic appearance. Upon the 
chest, the abdomen, and the back, appeared an eruption present- 
ing a slight relief of a red color, coppery at certain points, espe- 
cially upon the upper portion of the chest. 

The surgical society, through its members most competent in 
such matters, recognized without hesitation, and positively 
affirmed the existence of vaccinal syphilis. 

Lastly, in order to shun every pretext for dispute, the child was 
submitted to no treatment up to the second presentation, which 
occurred eight days from date. At this second session the 
affirmations of my colleagues were yet more decisive and more 
circumstantial. The coppery patches which, eight days before, 
commenced to appear, were upon the 27th of September alto- 
gether characteristic. The English physicians caused a colored 


drawing of the little syphilitic to be taken. Doctor Druitt pre- 
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sented to the obstetrical society of London the drawings taken on 
the 19th of September; that is to say, twelve weeks after the 
vaccination, 

M. Chassaignac exhibited these drawings to his colleagues,— 


Gazette des Hopitaux, Paris. 


Ix the course of his remarks upon animal vaccination, made 
before the Academy of Medicine, Paris, September 24, 1869, 
M. Jules Guérin asserted his belief that Jennerian (human) vac- 
cine, in general, had not undergone degeneration, whilst it 
undoubtedly had done so, in exceptional cases, temporarily, and 
from various causes. He quotes, in support of his opinion, M. 
le docteur d’Aquino Fonseca, of Pernambuco (Brazil), Commis- 
sioner-General of Vaccine, who, during a series of years, pro- 
duced exactly similar results from the repeated use of tle same 
virus, transmitted from subject to subject. M]. Caradec, physician 
to the hospital at Brest, and M. Brochard, of Nogent le Rotru, 
who, after transmitting the virus through * thousands” of cases, 
found it unimpaired in activity. Also M. Bonatont, who, having 
originally introduced vaccine into Algeria, in 1834-5, by means 
of two crusts forwarded to him by the Academy, at Paris, with 
which he vaccinated four infants, and the virus from this, the 
sole source of vaccine in Algeria, has been transmitted to the 
present time unimpaired. 

With regard to vaccinal syphilis, which he alleges to be the 
principal pretext for the substitution of animal for human vac- 
cine, he indorses the assertion of M. Blot, ‘* that neither M. 
Depaul, nor any one else, has advanced a single clear and authen- 
tic fact capable of demonstrating that vaccine virus alone has 
ever inoculated syphilis.” 

And, further, he asserts that *‘ the experiments of M. Delzenne 
prove positively that the inoculation of vaccine virus taken from 
a syphilitic vaccinifere is absolutely incapable of producing 
vaccinal syphilis.” 

Finally, **I believe I have established, on the one hand, the 
impossibility of the simultaneous existence of the vaccine pustule 
and the infecting chancre, and, on the other, the necessary suc 
cession and separation of these two transitory organisms in order 


to produce the virus which belongs to them.” 
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Tue Surgery of the Italian Campaign of 1866. Clinical ob- 
servations by Doctor Rodolphi. 

After a relation of the prominent surgical incidents observed 
during the last campaign for Italian independence, the author 
traces conclusions which he hopes ‘ will not be useless to those 
who may be called in the future to aid other victims of war.” 

ist. Permanent and absolute immobility of a limb wounded in 
one of its articulations suspends pain, and prevents nearly always 
the necessity of amputation. 

2nd. The apparata of Bonnet, of iron or copper wire, being 
elastic, and not rigid, are not appropriate to faver the healing of 
wounds of articulations; applied to fractures, they permit fre- 
quent and painful contractions in the wounded limbs, because 
they transmit the oscillations of the bed, or perhaps because they 
develop electric currents when the wounds are covered with 
emollient cataplasmata. 

3rd. Amputations of limbs should be avoided as much as _ pos- 
sible, and should be resorted to only when there is clear evidence 
that there is remaining no probability of cure by means of con- 
servative surgery. 

4th. Flap amputations resulted in the most prompt cures. 
Teale’s method for amputation of the thigh should be preferred 
in cases of free election, because it secures the impossibility of 
protrusion of the stump, a free issue for the pus, and a cicatrix of 
favorable form. The patella-flap of Gritti may aflord the best 
results. 

5th. The internal administration of sulphites is not the most 
certain means to establish the truth of the doctrine of ferments of 
Professor Polli. The development of sulphites in the intestinal 
tube is the best means to attain, probably, incontestible results. 

6th. The only means to arrest hemorrhages of the face, pro- 
duced by gun-shot wounds, is the application of ice with pressure. 
The per-chloride of iron sometimes determines severe syncope ; 
the other hamostatics, astringent and caustic, are of difficult 
application ; and the actual cautery, especially when the wound 
communicates with the baccal cavity, can not reach the openings 
through which the blood escapes. 

7th. Drainage has demonstrated, once more, its practical utility 
in purulent infiltrations, and in vast collections of pus. 
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Sth. Nélaton’s probe may induce grave errors with regard to 
the locality in which a projectile may be found. With a canula, 
which a porcelain button secures from every contact, nothing 
better is required, 

The electric sound of Favre, concealed in a protecting tube of 
gutta-percha, may supply a valuable assistant in the discovery of 
a ball buried in the tissues, especially by adapting to it the modi- 
fications which we have proposed. We have not experimented 
with the electric sound, 

gth. Ball-forceps, with toothed blades, are, so to speak, aban- 
doned; those which are better adapted to the new system of 
conical balls, are those already used by American surgeons, and 
especially those of Ferguson, modified by us.—-Gazetta Medica 


Hatliana di Lombardia. 


A PRISONER at Pentonville prison (England) was seized sud 
denly with vomiting of blood, and at the end of a few hours died 
from these repeated hemorrhages. At the autopsy a countericit 
half-crown piece was discovered lodged in a pouch formed in the 
zsophagus, and which had occasioned ulceration and perforation 
of the aorta. The prisoner had been engaged in passing coun- 
terfeit money, and one day, in order to avoid detection, had swal- 
lowed this halfcrown. This incident occurred ten or 
months before his death. A remarkable feature in the case was 
the entire absence of all difficulty in deglutition, or of any 
symptom which could indicate the presence of a foreign body 
the wsophagus.—Lrit/sh Med. Four. Gazette Medicale. 


Ovraviotomy in a Girl Twelve Years Old, 


Dr. Jovon, of Nantes, has removed an ovarian tumor, Weigh- 
ing twenty pounds, from a girl only twelve years old, who had 
never menstruated. A long, narrow pedicle was secured by a 
clamp, and the patient recovered. The case is reported in the 
Gazette Hebdomadaire, This is probably the youngest patient 
on whom ovariotomy has been performed, as Mr. Spencer Wells 
youngest patient was fourteen. She had not menstruated, and 
also recovered. Mr. Wells has had three successful cases in girls 
of seventeen. — A/ed. Times and Gaz., Oct. 9, 1869. AX dical 


News. 
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Foreign Correspondence. 


Paris, Nov. 19, 1869. 

Mr. Epiror: It may be interesting to some of your readers 
to know what takes part of the attention of the medical profession 
in Paris. 

At the Academy of Sciences, presided by M. Claude Bernard, 
on the 2nd of November, M. Bouchut gave the following state- 
ments concerning the hydrate of chloral— formed by union of 
chlorine with alcohol. He said that it is a powerful sedative of 
the motor and sensitive nervous system. If it is not crystallized 
and very pure, so as to disengage, under the influence of Potas- 
sium, vapors of chloroform without coloring the liquid, it is 
unfaithful, and may be very dangerous. 

The dose ought not to be more than 5 grammes for an adult, 
for children, must begin with 1 or 2 grammes. (The French 
gramme is about 20 grains English.) It can be administered by 
the mouth, or by the rectum, which produces the same effect as 
when introduced into the stomach. It is dangerous to use it for 
hypodermic injection. Arterial tension augments under the influ- 
ence of sleep produced by this medicament; the pulse, at the 
same time, becomes more frequent, and diminishes after waking. 

Its absorption by the rectum takes place sooner than by the 
stomach. 

The urine produced by it during sleep is neutral, and boiled 
with Fehling’s solution does not reduce the salts of copper; but, 
twenty-four hours after waking, when the urine then contains 
chloral, it becomes more dense and reduces the copper salts.. At 
this moment we might be led to consider that there was a tem- 
porary glycosuria which does not exist. 

The action of chloral is similar to that of chloroform, but is 
slower to be produced, and lasts much longer. It produces, with 
certain patients, a muscular and moral agitation resembling 
alcoholic intoxication, but has nothing disagreeable or disgusting. 

With nearly all it produces sleep, rarely accompanied with 
hyperesthesia, and, in the great majority of cases, is remarkable 
for a very strongly accentuated anesthesia. This latter is in pro- 
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portion to the dose; this being from 2 to 5 grammes, according 
to the age, produces complete anzsthesia, and permits, without 
pain, cauterization with Vienna caustic, extraction of teeth, etc. 

As a therapeutical agent, it is a sedative of the violent pains of 
gout, of nephritic colic, of dental caries; in fact, is the first of 
anesthesias administered by the stomach. 

It is the most prompt and efficacious remedy to employ in 
intense chorea, when we wish to make rapidly cease that agita- 
tion which, of itself, menaces the life of the patient. 

M. Personne, experimenting on dogs with this medicament, 
has found that the chloral partially transforms itself into chloro- 
form, by the influence of the alkalinity of the blood; and that 
after the administration of pure chloral, its presence can be 
chemically recognized in the blood and in the other fluids of the 
economy. 

M. Dumas confessed, at the same meeting, that he, as well as 
Liebig and other distinguished chemists, had long known this 
chloral, without having ascertained its physiological and thera- 
peutical properties. 

On the 20th of September, M. Demarquay said, at the Acad- 
emy of Medicine, that in twenty cases experimented on, six 
were negative. In fourteen cases where sleep was complete 
(twelve women and two men), in was produced in fifteen to 
thirty minutes. He gave 1 gramme in a spoonful of the sirup of 
the balsam of tolu. There were no accidents. That sleep is 
slight, and resembles not at all that produced by chloroform. 
That the least noise wakes the patient, but directly he falls asleep 
again. That their sleep was troubled with dreams and hallucina- 
tions. That the smallest pricking, a simple pressure, causes the 
patients to complain, and they immediately withdraw the part of 
the body touched. That chloral is not in the least an anesthetic. 

The assertions of this gentleman, we must remember, were 
made two months ago, and that he only employed small doses. 

M. Bouchut, who certainly is good authority, distinctly declares 
the medicament to be a very strong anxsthetic when employed 
in sufficient doses. 

Agua Puncture.—Such is the name of a new and ingenious 
method of revulsion, created by M. Mathieu, one of the most 
skillful manufacturers of surgical instruments in Paris. It con- 
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sists of a forcing pump, having attached to it a metallic tube, 
terminating in its further extremity in a filiform manner, thus 
allowing, by pressure on the lever of the pump, a capillary jet of 
pure water to flow with sufficient force to penetrate the cellular 
tissue beneath the skin. ‘This puncturing of the skin causes a 
slight, white elevation, from the centre of which sometimes flows 
a drop of blood. The first pain, caused by the puncturing of 
the skin, is quite severe, causing the patient to start up pretty 
briskly. He will sometimes allow fifteen or twenty punctures to 
be made at one sitting. In less than half an hour the water 
injected has been absorbed, and the pain has gradually disap- 
peared. 

I have seen this ludicrous method employed on a large number 
of patients at the genito-urinary clinic of Dr. Mallez. It certainly 
causes various muscular and neuralgic pains to disappear, at least 
for a certain time, better and quicker than many other revulsives. 
M. Mathieu relates some cases of permanent cure of these dis- 
agreeable pains. Although the instrument is just getting intro- 
duced into several of the private cliniques in Paris, and into no 
hospital as I have seen, yet the inventor says he used it some 
three or four years ago. It is a nice instrument to have in one’s 
office, as it amuses the patients, does them no harm, and often 
relieves them very much. As this article is more therapeutical 
than otherwise, allow me to terminate by noticing another prac- 
tical instrument just invented by M. Deulafoy, a young Paris 
doctor. 

It was presented at the Academy of Medicine, November 2, 
and consists of a long canular-trocar, attached toa pump. The 
canula are minute and long, so as to be thrust through any tissue 
or organ in search of fluid, and at the same time allowing no 
entrance of air. The seat of an abscess, the presence of urinary, 
serous or purulent effusion, may thus easily be ascertained, and 
its nature determined by microscopical examination. 

It is useful not only for diagnosis, but also for treatment, as 
injections are readily made with it. 

As suction can be made, fluid can surely be withdrawn, when 
the ordinary capillary canula still leaves the surgeon in the dark 
as to diagnosis, for reasons too clear here to be mentioned. 

We augur for this instrument a very favorable reception. 

A. W. Bosworth, M.D. 
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Original Communications. 


ArticLtE I.—A Case of Monstrosity. By E. R. Hurcuins, 
M.D., Philadelphia. 


I sEND you, herewith, a photograph of one of those curious 
cases of monstrosity, classed under the head of akephalous. The 
history of the case is, briefly, as follows: 

Mrs. G., aged thirty-seven, and mother of three children, has 
had four miscarriages. She had been under my charge for three 
months prior to her becoming pregnant, for the treatment of pro- 
fuse menorrhagia, dependent upon ulceration of os and cervix 
uteri. Eight months subsequently I was summoned to her bed- 
side, and found her excessively nervous, and complaining of dull, 
spasmodic pain, simulating labor pains, and of a constant dis- 
charge of water from the vagina. Upon examination fer vaginam, 
I found the os soft and flabby, but not open larger than a ten-ceit 
piece (if you remember, dear editor, how large these are), but 
with a dribbling of colored water, without any offensive odor. I 
ordered her ten grains of bromide of ammonium every four 
hours, and left her. 

Next day,no change. Forty- 
eight hours after, her pains be- 
came more decided, and with 
shorter intervals, and upon ex- 
amination the os was found 
widely open, and a soft, spongy 
mass pushing its way down 
through the strait. The labor 
was protracted ; but after eleven 
hours, the original of the pic- 
ture accompanying this was 
ushered into the world — dead. 

It could not have been dead long, as it presented no sign of putre- 
faction. 

The dasts-cranii was badly shaped, and the membrane cover- 
ing it was continuous with the integuments. There was an entire 
absence of bones at the side and upper part of the cranium, and 
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a total want of brain or membranes. As can be seen from 
the picture, the skull runs directly backwards from the supercil- 
iary ridge. The specimen was absolutely larger than the natural, 
full-formed foetus. There was absence, also, of the spinal mar- 
row. The Berlin theory of Prof. Rudolphi, that which accounts 
for the akephaloid monster, by its origin in hydrokephalus, would 
seem to be borne out in this case, as it has in many others, viz. : 
by the great abundance of liquor amnii. In this case there was 
an uninterrupted flow for over fifty hours. The mother had a 
speedy and excellent recovery. 

The all-absorbing theme in our profession, and indeed among 
the Zazty recently, has been the question of female attendance at 
our clintcs. As the matter is still under discussion, I reserve an 
account of it till my next communication. 


Article Il.— Zransfusion of Blood. Report of a Vivisection, 
Illustrating Lectures on the Blood, by Pror. Freer, Rush 
Medical College. Reported by F. L. Wapswortn, M.D., 


Chicago, Illinois. 


Tue following account of a vivisection, performed before the 
class, at Rush Medical College, on the roth inst., by Dr. Freer, 
Professor of Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy, may be of 
value to your readers. 

A dog, the weight of which was fourteen pounds avoirdu- 
pois, was anesthetized, the left carotid artery and jugular veins 
were exposed, a canula inserted into each, and secured by liga- 
tures. Sufficient time was then allowed for the animal to recover 
his consciousness from the effects of the anzsthetic, when the 
Stop-cock of the canula inserted into the artery was turned, and 
the blood allowed to flow until sixteen ounces were extracted 
and the force of the heart’s pulsations so reduced that no more 
could be drawn from the artery with the animal lying horizon- 
tally upon his right side. Respiration now gave evidence of syn- 
cope, the limbs were rigid, the jaws set, death was impendent. 
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Meantime, a portion of the blood drawn had been defibrinated 
and kept at its normal temperature. by a warm water bath. It 
was now (twenty minutes from the time it commenced to 
flow from the artery) passed through the canula, by means of 
a syringe, into the jugular vein. In this manner seven ounces of 
defibrinated blood were returned to the system of the animal. 

On the introduction of the first ounce there was observed de- 
cided evidence of increased vigor. During the injection of the 
second ounce, by some defect in the apparatus, air was admitted 
into the vein. Instantly the animal succumbed ; a tremor affected 
his entire system, and respiration ceased. Prof. Freer remarked 
that the animal’s life had been sacrificed by the accident; but by 
convulsive efforts he regained respiration, and in two or three 
minutes the effects of the occurrence had disappeared. When 
the seventh ounce had been introduced there remained little, if 
any, disturbance of respiration, the heart’s vigor was _ nearly 
restored, the muscular spasm had subsided, and there was appa- 
rently no more disturbance of the system than usually occurs at 
this period after the administration of chloroform for any ordinary 
operation. 

In eight minutes after the blood had been returned the animal 
raised his head and observed intelligently ; and twelve minutes 
thereafter he voluntarily raised himself and walked across the 
room, some twelve or fifteen feet. The day following he was 
sprightly and playful, and the second day after the operation he 
traveled nearly a quarter of a mile without any evidence of fatigue 
whatever. 

This vzvisectéon occurred during the delivery of a lecture on 
the blood, by Prof. Freer, and was introduced to illustrate the 
function of the red blood corpuscles in their immediate relations 
to respiration and the maintenance of vitality, and to demonstrate 
the fact that fibrin takes no immediate part in restoration from 
exhaustive hemorrhage, serum serving as the vehicle of the vital- 
izing corpuscle, and that transfusion with defibrinated blood may 
be performed somewhat leisurely and with impunity, care being 
taken that the instruments used are nicely adapted for the exclu- 
sion of air from the vessels. 
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ArticLe III. — Congenital Fibro-cellular Tumor. By Moses 
Gunn, M.D., Chicago, Il. 


Tue above wood cut is from a photograph, and represents 
correctly the appearance of the tumor. The little patient was 
fifteen months old and of healthy appearance, but was unable to 
raise the, to him, ponderous leg. At birth, a tumor surrounded 
the leg completely, about midway between the knee and ankle 
joints. This is the testimony of the mother and an aunt of the 
child. 

At the age of three months Prof. Freer saw the case, and 
describes the tumor as being about half its present size. Now 
the disease extends from above the knee to the foot, which it 
overlaps nearly to the toes, and measures, at its largest part, 
twenty and one-half inches. ‘The skin is smooth, attenuated and 
pliable. The mass is elastic without fluctuation; but the elas- 
ticity varies at different points, being in some places firm and 
hard. Exploration gave vent to serum, which continued to flow 
foran hour. A small trocar yielded the same discharge, but no 
more freely than did the needle. 

Diagnosis. — Hypertrophy of areolar tissue, with secretory 
endowment of the walls of the areolar spaces. 

The disease was extending rapidly, and amputation was 
decided upon, and performed on the 6th of March last. Ether 
was administered, and the operation hardly produced a_per- 
ceptible shock. The wound healed by granulation, mainly. 

A section of the tumor showed the disease to be confined 
to the superficial fascia, the deep fascia and integument being 
normal, 

The microscopic character of the tissue conformed to Paget’s 
description of fibro-cellular growths. 
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ArticLE IV.— Alarming Dental Hemorrhage. By N. i. 
Cuurcu, M.D., Patoka, Ind. 


Unpver the above capticn Dr. A. I. Edison, Colchester, Illi- 
nois (Am. Four. Dent. Sciences, Aug., 1869), details a case 
of alarming hemorrhage from the extraction of middle and _pos- 
terior molars of Inf. Max., right side. Hamorrhage lasted in 
the neighborhood of twenty-four hours before it was arrested. 

Sunday, September 26, was called upon to visit Mrs. Mc 
who was suffering from odontalgia of bicuspid tooth of Sup. 
Max., left side. I extracted tooth. Hemorrhage, at the time, 
was no more than usual. 

October 2, P.M., was called upon by Mrs. Mc » Who was 
‘‘alarmed about the bleeding tooth.” I ascertained that hamor- 
rhage had been going on, unabated, since the extraction of the 
tooth. I placed a powder of tannic acid and gum catechu—equal 
parts—in the bleeding cavity. Kept zz ste with compress of 
cotton saturated in muriatic tincture of iron. 

Patient went home, and I heard no more from her until Sun- 
day, October 3, A.M., when I was summoned to put in an 
appearance at her residence at once, and, if possible, arrest the 
hzmorrhage, as it was quite profuse. I carried with me a small 
phial of Monsel’s solution of the per-sulphate of iron. 

Arrived at the house, found patient very much exhausted. 
Learned that hemorrhage had been greater during the night pre- 
vious than it had through the whole week past. After having 
applied a few compresses of cotton saturated in the Monsel’s solu- 
tion—the last one being held zz s¢tw with the finger for the space 
of half an hour—the hemorrhage had entirely ceased. 

I dare not express myself as to the amount of blood lost in this 
case, lest the readers of this article think me rather too hamor- 
rhagic. 

The patient came up to her usual standard of health, in a few 


days, without after-treatment. 


ArtIcLE V.— feversio. By J. E. O'B., M.D. 


YEARLY zealous crusaders swoop down upon imaginary heathen 
to conquer for the public the holy sepulchre of medical truth. 
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This is a matter of known rejoicing to the storied Scovenduyck. 
You say to Smythje that Mrs. S. has puerperal fever ; you explain 
the pathology of that to him in terms suited to his comprehension, 
and you give an outline of physiological treatment. There now 
flits through the sober imagination of Smythje a notion that 
lecturing is incompatible with action; and, prestéssimo! you are 
changed for the other man. 

According to Scovenduyck, Mrs. Smythje is affected with a 
febrifuge. The pineal gland is said by him to be in a state of 
morbid conjunction with the peritoneum ducts; but Smythje is 
informed that after the abstraction of a few gallons of blood, the 
application of blisters to the ears, and a few leeches to the eyelids, 
recovery will be certain. 

Now be it observed that you have done no worse, or but little 
worse, than Scovenduyck in the didactic direction ; but Smythje 
having discharged you, is mollified by Scove., who prepares the 
family physic for evermore. This is a matter of sublime indif- 
ference to you, to whom money is no object ; but consider the 
disastrous consequences that may result to the Smithii. There 
seems to be some unnatural perverseness about sick people, which 
causes them to prefer of all things to have their food and medicine 
placed within their reach, and as little said about it as possible. 
They seem to imagine that their brains are not in a condition to 
appreciate the sublime truths with which you favor them, and 
they turn wearily from your syllogisms to the ministrations of the 
man whom experience has taught the use of those weapons whose 
names alone you know —to the man who is judged by the uni- 


versal criterion — success. 


ArticLe VI.— Sub-cnvolution, with Retro-flexion. By F. B. 
Norcom, M.D., Chicago. 


Own 2nd January, the present year, Mrs. L , et. 33, a multi- 
para, of leuco-phlegmatic temperament, came from the country 
and was placed under my charge, suffering from severe uterine 
disease of four years’ standing. She had borne two children, 
besides having had two miscarriages, but dated her present ail- 
ment from the birth of her last child, now about four years of 
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age. Without ever enjoying robust health, she had been always 
comparatively well, with normal menstruation, up to the last 
confinement, when, rising too early — within the first week — she 
began to experience pelvic pains, and leucorrhoeal discharge; 
and, six weeks afterwards, was thrown from her carriage. 

From this period she dates the aggravation of her symptoms; 
the pain in back, pelvis and lower abdomen, with discharge 
increasing, and gradually growing worse, attended by irritable 
bladder, more or less weight in uterine region, and depreciation 
of general health. 

Upon visiting her, she presented a very pallid and _ bloodless 
appearance, with pinched, anxious expression; considerable 
emaciation: great despondency; and fear of premature death. 
Pulse 96, weak and irritable ; tongue anemic, and coated ; bowels 
capricious; loss of appetite, with attendant dyspepsia (deficient 
gastric innervation); irregular sleep; and persistent pains in 
loins, pelvis, and inner thighs. The menstrual flow excessive 
and painful. 

An examination by vagina and rectum revealed a well-marked 
case of retro-flexion, with moderate thickening, and acute tender- 
ness of uterine walls, especially the posterior, which was slightly 
mammilated, while movement of the neck forward induced pain 
at the internal os. The speculum showed the canal open, and 
filled with tenacious mucus, neck and lips enlarged; and the 
sound passed in four inches without much difficulty, some degree 
of pain, with its convexity looking upwards, giving evidence of 
tenderness upon impinging upon fundus, followed by few drops 
of blood upon its withdrawal. 

The rational and physical signs in the case rendered the diag- 
nosis comparatively easy: sub-involution, from the early rising 
after delivery, and uterine atony; retro-flexion from shock, the 
predisposition from increased uterine weight; and concomitant 
sub-acute endo-metritis, with moderate degree of parenchymatous 
inflammation. The case was rather unpromising as to a radical 
cure, the more especially as the nervous system was completely 
shattered — a strong hysterical element predominating ; the diges- 
tion much impaired; and the morale of the patient decidedly 
bad. She was very desirous of returning home, and was untiring 


in her persuasions to hasten the treatment. 
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I began by using the sponge tents, partly to secure readier 
access to uterine cavity, and partly for their local depletory effect ; 
and after introducing some four or five, at intervals of few days, 
had well dilated the neck, and reduced the thickened condition of 
the walls. I now began passing, 7z wfero, small suppositories of 
wax and cocoa butter, with morphine and iodine once a week, 
allowing them to remain, while I filled the cz/-de-sac of Douglas, 
and enveloped the neck with iodized cotton, well rubbed in gly- 
cerine. At the same time the bowels were regulated by the 
“ white mixture,” fro ré xata; iron and bismuth administered ; 
a highly nutritious diet, with wine; properly regulated exercise, 
on foot and in carriage; well ventilated apartments; moral 
suasion, etc.,etc. This treatment was pursued steadily, with now 
and then some few alterations, and indorsed by Dr. H. W. Jones, 
who saw the patient several times with me, until we had reached 
that stage when considerable diminution of the uterine hyper- 
trophy had taken place, and very great subsidance of pelvic and 
uterine tenderness. In the mean time the appetite had materially 
improved, the sleep undisturbed and refreshing; the anzmia 
much lessened, the function of hematosis being in better opera- 
tion. 

On the 15th of February the closed lever bar pessary of Hodge 
was introduced, placing the womb zz s¢¢#, with very little pain 
or discomfort. The cotton rubbed in glycerine wrapped around 
cervix and filled in behind ; and in case of irritation, suppositories 
containing atropine and morphine, as suggested by Dr. H.W. Jones. 
The pessary was left in for five or six days, when she complained 
of so much pressure upon neck and base of bladder that I removed 
it; and being warmed, its anterior bar was indented and lowered 
in such a manner as to interfere in no wise with this important 
viscus. It now remained in two weeks, when, having fallen 
somewhat from its position, it was again removed and slightly 
widened, so as to further distend the vagina, and then remained 
to her departure from the city, March roth. The day she left, I 
made a thorough examination of the parts, and found every thing 
in a very satisfactory condition for the time she had been under 
treatment; little tenderness upon palpation or movement ; the 
thickened condition still further reduced; the sound giving no 
great pain; and her general health and spirits much improved. 
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- I endeavored to impress upon her the importance of adhering 
to this course of treatment, and requested her to allow the pessary 
to remain, even should a year or more require it, until the womb 
had regained its normal relations, and retired properly in the 
pelvis. 

She was informed that her period of invalidism would continue 
a year or so, and that she could expect no other certain or perma- 
nent relief. After her departure, I received several encouraging 
letters ; but later, I lost all knowledge of her, and only heard 
within a month, that having fallen back somewhat — probably 
due to some neglect of the laws laid down for her guidance — she 
had become alarmed, and placed herself in the hands of a 


’ 


‘** magnetizer,” who had removed the support, and promised to 


cure her by the da¢fery. 


ArticLe VII.— Corforeal Metritis, with Abscess of Broad 
Ligament. By F. B. Norcom, M.D., Chicago, III. 


Mrs. M , «wt. 29, scrofulous and nervous temperament, 
came to see me March 30, 1869, having been under a physician's 
care last two weeks, from some obscure uterine disorder. She 
was the mother of one living child, but had suffered several years 
back from two or three abortions — whether due to outside inter- 
ference I could not discover — and seemed never to have recovered 
entirely from these shocks to her system. She has been always 
troubled by the “ whites,” more or less, even before marriage, 
and her pelvic organs appeared to exhibit defective organization, 
from the fact that her menstrual flow was often irregular and 
painful, and she was subject to frequent pains in the lumbar and 
hypogastric regions. Previous to this visit, one year ago, I had 
prescribed for a severe menorrhagic attack, without, however, 
being allowed an examination, and at that time suspected some 
womb disease. 

She is now very pale and anxious looking, with slight hectic 
flush ; tongue coated thick; pulse 110, small and irritable ; bowels 
very constipated ; anemia, and irregular sleep. She states that, 
about two weeks back, was taken with excessive and painful 


uterine hemorrhage, accompanied by severe pain in small o! 
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back, above pubis, and inner thigh, followed in a few days by 
fever, a dull, deep-seated, dragging sensation in hollow of sacrum, 
frequent micturition, great feeling of prostration, swollen abdomen, 
excessively tender over region of womb, etc. She had literally 
crawled into the office, where, upon stating these facts, an exam- 
ination was immediately made, and detected cervical lips soft and 
ragged; os open, so that forefinger could be easily passed to 
first joint; great tenderness of the body upon bimanual manipula- 
tion, somewhat thickened besides. The adjoining tissues were 
so hard and sensitive that I was inclined to believe in pelvic 
cellulitis accompanying this uterine trouble, but later develop- 
ments showed simply womb and ligament principally involved. 
The sound entered freely some three inches, creating much dis- 
tress upon being moved in uterine cavity ; while viewed through 
the speculum the os looked red and mottled, its edges somewhat 
torn and abraded, and considerable mucus with few drops of 
blood exuded. 

The diagnosis: abortion zw7¢thzx third month, by instrumental 
interference, and doing sufficient damage to create a marked 
degree of corporeal metritis. She was ordered to go home and 
get into bed, and the bowels to be opened by warm enemata, 
opium freely administered; emollient vaginal injections; hop 
poultices; unirritating liquid diet ; and absolute rest in horizontal 
posture. The second day, complaining of a constantly increasing 
dull pain in left iliac region, I made a careful examination, and 
detected a tumor, size of a hazel-nut, a little to left of womb, 
movable, tender, and hard as a marble. There was now a new 
and dangerous complication introduced, and little expectation of 
cure, or even relief, until the abscess should mature, and open 
into some natural passage, or externally, the latter rather improb- 
able. As the pain and other physical symptoms increased daily 
part passi with enlargement of the tumor, and my patient 
seemed very ill and alarmed. I called in Dr. H. W. Jones, who con- 
firmed the view I took, and indorsed the remedial measures 
employed. Two days later, the abscess had reached the size of 
an ordinary walnut, very plain upon palpation, tender, throb- 
bing, very hard and movable, and accompanied by pyogenic 
fever, with total ioss of appetite, unrefreshing sleep, and much 
nervous and irritative debility. 
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The friends, fearing a fatal issue, begged another consultation, 
and Prof. J. A. Allen saw the case, recognized the pathological 
condition, and upheld the expectant and palliative treatment. 

The third day after this consultation, the abscess not yet break- 
ing, she lost her confidence in my management, called in another 
physician, who assured her that there were three tumors, and 
that her former physicians should not have allowed her to get 
into such a dilemma. My successor, however, arrived just in 
time to witness the evacuation of the abscess through the large 
bowel, and a rapid subsidence of the painful symptoms. She 
now began to convalesce, and ten days afterwards, though not 
restored to her wonted health—for she still suffered from some 
uterine inflammation—she was about, attending her domestic 
duties, cursing all doctors, but he who had cured by the * laying 
on of hands,” and consigning us to places too hot to be men- 
tioned to ears polite. Svc transit gloria medict. 

I will mention here, ex Passant, that she never acknowledged 
to any of us that she had had this abortion, and always denied 
her having been in a pregnant condition. 


ArticLe VIII.— Cervical and Corporeal Endo-Metritis, with 
Retro-flexion. By ¥. B. Norcom, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 


On 25th of January of this year I was summoned to visit a 
young lady, aged 19 years, of nervous temperament, who had 
been suffering the last 18 months from profuse and painful men- 
struation and general bad health. Her monthly periods began 
about her sixteenth year, were always regular and painless, and 
her condition that of excellent health, up to one year and a half 
ago, when she suffered from an attack of amenorrh@a, which 
continued three months, to be followed by a severe uterine 
hemorrhage, attended by pains in loins, pelvis, and lower abdo- 
men, with expulsion of large clots of blood. Two months 
afterwards she accidentally fell down a stairway, bruised herself, 
and ever since her courses have been dysmenorrheeal, at times 
very profuse, and accompanied and followed by pelvic, abdominal, 
and lumbar pains. During the intervals slight leucorrha@a, 4 





Original Communications. 715 


feeling of fulness in uterine region, pretty constant— but not 
severe — pains, and gradual failing of her ordinary health. 

Miss K presented at first sight, a pale, rather haggard 
expression, highly strong nervous tendency, coated tongue, and 
weak, irritable pulse, about 90. She suffered much from gastric 
distress and fullness, especially after meals, having little or no 
appetite, and was much troubled with broken sleep and frightful 
dreams. She complained of great weakness, and such pain in 
her back that, she could in no wise attend her household duties. 
And although she had submitted to constant medical treatment, 
both local and general, she felt no betfer, and had fallen into 
despondency and disgust. 

An examination by the foucher revealed a thickened cervix, 
with open os, retroflexion and much tenderness with some 
hypertrophy of body of uterus. The sound passed readily in 
the reverse position, at least three inches, giving acute pain upon 
movement in the uterine cavity, and by turning easily replacing 
the womb in its natural position, but which as readily returned, 
very much to her immediate relief. The os tince upon view 
appeared red and swollen, the canal well opened, its membrane 
slightly everted and granular, while a clear, glossy mucus exuded, 
and fell into the vaginal canal. 

My opinion was, that there had been abortion, followed by its 
very ordinary subsequences, inflammation of membrane of neck 
and cavity, subsequently, of the body, and displacement from 
accident. Scarifications and warm vaginal douches were resorted 
to, while the bowels were kept soluble by alkaline cathartics, and 
vegetable tonics and bismuth, with very slight percentage of 
morphine for dyspeptic symptoms. About one week after this 
initiatory treatment the ordinary sponge tent was introduced late 
in the afternoon, and renewed next morning, when by proper 
manipulation the cervical canal was exposed to view, and pre- 
sented the condition of granular inflammation so common to its 
lining membrane. An application of chromic acid—3jto 3 ij 
—was then made, the neck painted over with Churchill’s strong 
tincture of iodine, and the posterior cz/-de-sac well filled with 
iodized cotton moistened in glycerine. The tent was used once 
a week, always followed by the chromic acid solution, and in the 
interval reposition was daily effected, cold and warm injections 
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assiduously applied, hip bathing, proper decubitus in bed, liberal 
diet, regulated exercise, etc., etc. 

About the middle of March, the tents having been discontinued 
several weeks, there was such amelioration of the inflammatory 
symptoms, such as pain, tenderness, weight, etc., that I inserted, 
in order to facilitate the cure, the closed bar pessary, and the 
womb immediately took position in its natural bed. This sup- 
port remained in until the latter part of April, when she com- 
plained of its giving rise to pain in left side of vagina, and 
producing irritation of neck of bladder. It was removed, 
warmed over a spirit lamp and properly moulded, by 
curving the left lateral bar, bringing forward its posterior sup- 
port, and indenting and lowering its anterior bar, so that when 
again replaced, it seemed to fit, or be exactly adapted to the con- 
dition of the parts, and was worn until August, when I considered 
the cure as complete, and removed it to find the uterus in its 
normal position well retained in the pelvis. Her appetite had 
now returned, her sleep refreshing, all pain, of whatever char- 
acter, gone, her spirits and buoyancy of disposition regained. 
Her menstruation had been gradually assuming its natural con- 
dition, both as regards quautity and quality, and at date of the 
removal of support was perfect. 

In this case reposition could have been effected without the 
pessary, but it would have taken probably more time, and it 


was used simply to facilitate a cure, not ex zecessttate re. 


ArticLE IX.—A Case of Placenta Previa. By J. P. HAMIL- 
TON, M.D., Darlington, Wisconsin. 


Tue following case may be of interest to your readers. It 
one of great interest to me, it being the first of the kind that has 
occurred in my practice, extending over twenty-eight years. 

On the sixth day of August last I was called to see a Mrs. G., 
of this village, a very intelligent lady, pregnant with her seventh 
child, and a week or ten days over eight months advanced. She 


informed me that about four o’clock that morning she was 
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attacked with uterine haemorrhage, and that it had continued, 
though slightly, up to the time of my visit, which was about 
seven, A.M. The hemorrhage came on, according to her state- 
ment, without any known cause or pain, and with a gush. With 
this statement, I did not at once suspect the kind of case I had 
to treat. I had attended Mrs. G. in her two previous confine- 
ments, in both of which there were no untoward symptoms. I 
recommended her to keep quiet, and left her four powders, con- 
taining acet., plumb. and pulv. opii, to be taken every hour till 
the hemorrhage was controlled. ‘The case went on to the tenth. 
About the same time in the morning I was called. I found 
the flooding had returned. The nurse informed me that she had 
given her but two of the powders I had left at my previous visit ; 
that the flooding had ceased after giving the two, and Mrs. 
G. had been quite comfortable till four o’clock this morning. I 
recommended her to take the balance of the powders, and quiet- 
ness. I heard nothing further from the case till the fifteenth. 
At seven, A.M. I was called in haste; found my patient flooding 
alarmingly ; her face blanched, pulse weak and fluttering. Her 
husband (who is a very intelligent gentleman) stated she had lost 
considerable blood, and appeared very much alarmed. I imme- 
diately made a vaginal examination; found the os fully dilated, 
and, on further examination, I found I had a case of placenta 
previa, the centre of the placenta placed over the os, and the 
patient’s life ebbing out every moment. Whatever I was to do 
to save my patient must be done immediately. Having a phial 
of chloroform in my pocket, I poured a small quantity on a hand- 
kerchief, handed it to her husband, requested him to apply it to 
her mouth and nose, and without changing her position, I intro- 
duced my hand into the mouth of the uterus, perforated the 
centre of the placenta and membranes, carried my hand up to 
the presenting part of the child (which was the head), pushed 
up my hand till I found a foot, which I brought down, and 
delivered the child as far as the umbilicus. The hemorrhage 
having ceased at this stage of the delivery, I waited till the uterus 
had pretty firmly contracted. I delivered the balance of the child 
without very much loss of blood. The child was a female, 
of small size, and still-born; but a very little effort sufficed 
to resuscitate it. The placenta came away ina short time. By 
Vol. XXVI.— No. 21. 3 
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administering stimulants I had the satisfaction to see my patient 
rally, and had as good recovery (excepting debility from the loss 
of blood) as after any of her previous confinements. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I don’t claim that there is any thing unusual 
in the management of the above case, but one thing, and that is 
the perforation of the placenta, and extracting the child through 
the rent of the same. All the standard works that I have exam- 
ined are opposed to that, as far as I have investigated the subject. 
They direct the student to detach the edge of the placenta and 
rupture the membranes and version. I am satisfied, had I fol- 
lowed this instruction, I should have lost valuable time and my 
patient; for time was a very important consideration, as far as 
my case was concerned. Prof. Dewees is considered very good 
authority in such matters. He gives eight reasons why it should 
not be done. As far as one case goes, it proves the utter fallacy 
of his reasoning. My hand passed through the placenta, using 
but very little force, and the child passed through the rent made 
by the hand without any difficulty. 

I am satisfied that I succeeded in delivering my patient in a 
much shorter time than by any other course I could have adopted, 
and that, in my case, as I have stated, was a desideratum. 

Should I ever have a similar case, I should treat it as I have 
this, believing it to be safer to mother and child, by being sooner 
performed. 


ArticLE X.—J/emoranda of an Obstetrical Case. By J. W. 
Brooks, M.D., Chicago. 


Peruaps the following memoranda of an obstetrical case may 
not be uninteresting to the medical reader: 

Was requested to visit Mrs. , of avenue, at one o’clock, 
A.M., October 24, 1869. Found slight labor pains in progress, 
at the full period of second pregnancy. Tactile examination dis- 
covered the head low in the pelvis, and no dilatation of the 
os uteri. Both lady and nurse assured me that no liquor amnii 
had passed off. Matters remained in statm guo until six and 
a half, A.M., when the pains abruptly quickened, and the 0s 
began to dilate. An examination now disclosed a mento poste- 
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rior presentation, the anterior fontanelle being under the arch of 
the pubis. (The case is well illustrated in Smellie’s 26th anatom- 
ical plate.) The frontal bones lapped at each recurring pain, and 
it being evident that the posterior portion of the cranium was 
above the arch of the pubis, and no progress being made in 
the labor, therefore, in the absence of a uterine contraction, I 
made an effort to change the presenting position, as follows: 
With two fingers of the right hand introduced, a trial was made 
to push the child back in order to change the direction and _posi- 
tion of the head. The third was successful, and as the whole 
child receded, there was a simultaneous receding of the chin and 
a corresponding advance of the occiput, with partial rotation of 
the head, which brought it into the first natural position of Rigby, 
it being evidently the result of the effort to change the presenta- 
tion. From this time the labor progressed naturally, and in one 
hour she was delivered of a fine, healthy girl, which occurred at 
eight fifteen, A.M. The secundines were delivered in twenty 
minutes. During the delivery of them something was found 
attached to the outside of the membranes, and also to the uterus, 
which was separated from the latter with the finger, and left on 
the former. A little, brisk hamorrhage followed the detachment, 
which soon ceased. A critical examination of this body proved 
it to be a small liver. The uterus contracted firmly, but seemed 
larger than normal. I waited about two hours, and was on the 
point of leaving, when very moderate hemorrhage commenced, 
and with each after-pain increased materially. Neither the appli- 
cation of cold, or the use of ergot, checked it. It increasing 
with great rapidity, I took one ounce of strong solution of per- 
chloride of iron, and four ounces of tepid water, and filled 
asmall gutta-percha syringe with the mixture, and fitted it to a 
male gum catheter, size twelve, with single eye, and prepared to 
introduce the catheter into the uterus to inject the fluid therein. 
Within the os a firm, resisting body was encountered. On open- 
ing the os the hemorrhage was fearful. I proceeded to push 
the index finger onward, carrying the catheter with it. When 
the obstruction gave way the catheter was carried in and the 
Whole fluid injected, which temporarily allayed the hemorrhage. 
Finding something attached to the posterior part of the uterus 


that could be separated, proceeded at once to detach and remove 
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it, which was successfully accomplished, but the hemorrhage 
returned violently, and another injection of like kind, strength 
and quantity, was used, which checked the flooding. The offend- 
ing cause proved to be another set of membranes, attached bya 
large surface; and between them and the walls of thé uterus 
were evidently the remains of a blighted ovum. The head, heart 
and kidneys could be made out, and a good deal of shapeless 
muscular tissue, together with some points of ossification in this 
tissue. The placenta, etc., can still be seen. From this time no 
untoward event occurred, and Mrs. has made a_ good 
recovery. 

When anxiety was at its height, it was announced by one who 
knew, that a certain Homeopathic professor had administered a 
little powder to remove what was believed to be a recent concep- 
tion, at the same time saying that if it did not remove the thing 
it would do no harm. The remark was also made that she 
was somewhat unwell, for a day or two; that is, had some show, 
but went on with her pregnancy. 

Query: Did the little powder have the effect to partially sepa- 
rate and blight one ovum, the conception having been twins? 


ArticLe XI. — Possoning by Opium. By J. E. O’Brien, M.D.. 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Appropos of opium and belladonna, I would offer the following 
case: 

Emmy C., aged 2 years, found and swallowed thirteen pills of 
gum opium which had been prepared for the use of a neigh- 
boring opium eater’s child. Each pill contained about one quarter 
of a grain. 

Saw the little patient ten hours afterward. She was in stupor, 
respiration feeble and irregular, pulse slow and full, twitching of 
the tendons, pupils contracted to a point, tongue swollen and 
thrust between the lips, and trembling. 

Obtained emesis by sulphate of zinc and ipecac. Used sina- 
pisms to feet and gave coffee to drink. 

In two hours no improvement. No irritant effect from the 
mustard. Gave a quarter grain ext. belladonna. In twenty 
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minutes, respiration, from being almost gasping, became free and 
regular. Gave another quarter grain in half an hour, which was 
followed in an hour by the little girl getting up and asking for 
bread. She remained awake half an hour talking to her mother, 
then slept naturally until morning, when she appeared perfectly 
bright and fresh, and without debility. 

Theory.—The opium had induced congestion of the nerve 
centres. The belladonna stimulated tissue change in them, by 
which the extra material was taken up and the capillaries 
reliev ed. 

The opium eatress wishes to reform. Shall try the K. Br. 
brought for her to step down upon. Her children, she says, cry 
for their narcotic as soon as born. She weans them at about five 


years of age. 


Wospital Weports. 


ArticLeE I.—.S¢. Luke’s Hospital. Under the care of Dr. JNo. 
E. Ow _Ens. 


Two Cases oF Tanta Sorium.—Case 1: J. C.; aged 48. 
Came under treatment January 1, 1869. Eighteen years ago 
had, for the first time, observed in the faeces segments of tenia 
solium. The patient’s digestive organs are in good condition. 
Six years ago he took turpentine emulsion, which caused the 
expulsion, according to his own statement, of thirty feet of the 
worm. He informs us that he “pulled and picked his nose 
a great deal ;” that he has suffered more or less from pain in the 
bowels; that his appetite is good, and sometimes craving for 
every meal; that he often craves food between meals. Turpen- 
tine emulsion was administered; but, occasioning considerable 
distress in the stomach and bowels, it was discontinued. Seg- 
ments are frequently voided, and from time to time pieces of 
variable length. Oil of male fern was substituted for the emul- 


sion, as follows: 
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January 23, at g P.M., Oil of Male Fern, 
at 7A.M., * si 
at 8 ‘* Castor Oil, - - - 
atir ‘* Evacuation, but no traces of worm. 
at g P.M., Oil Male Fern, - - - gtt. xxv 
at 7A.M., si gtt. xxv 
at 8 ‘* Castor Oil, - - - - - =jss 
,at g ‘** Copious evacuations, containing g feet of worm. 
at = P.M., S - 1 ft. in segments. 
mao “ Oil Male Fern, - - ett. xxv 
,» at 7A.M., = “ ett. xxv 
,at 8 “* Castor Oil, - - = jss 
26, at12 M., Copious evacuations, without any more pieces. 
One piece had a threadlike extremity. Dr. Hunt was good 
enough to examine the pieces for me, but the head was not discov- 


ered. The patient was in the habit of eating uncooked pork. 


Case 2.—Mr. R; et. 35; native of Ireland. Under treatment 
for anal fistule. One year ago, last June, he noticed, for the first 
time, segments of tania solium in his evacuations. Similar seg- 
ments have been voided every day or two up to this date. For 
the last five years he has eaten very frequently of uncooked beef. 

To-day, April 19, after having been ordered to abstain from the 
eating both of breakfast and dinner, the following treatment was 
instituted; At 10 A.M., pumpkin seed emulsion (pumpkin seed, 
= ij; water, = viij; sugar, a sufficient quantity) ; at 12 M., castor 
oil, =j. The bowels moved freely at 65 and 7 P.M., and at 5} 
P.M. No segments were observed. At 9.30 he had another 
evacuation, containing three distinct worms (tania solium?), 
amounting, in the aggregate, to thirty feet. One end of each 
tapered to a threadlike extremity. We felt certain of finding one 
or more heads. Our hopes, however, were not realized, even 
after a careful examination. The passage of the head of the 
tenia solium must surely be rather a rare occurrence. We have 
examined eight specimens, and in no case has the head been dis- 
covered. It is likewise rare to find more than one worm. In 
the last case three existed. Our experience inclines us to the 
opinion that the treatment by pumpkin seeds is superior to that 
by turpentine or the oil of male fern. 

112 Ranpotpu St., Dec. 8, 1869. 
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[Note.—All works reviewed in the columns of the Cu1cAGo MEDICAL 
JourRNAL may be found in the extensive stock of W. B. Keen & Cooke, 
whose catalogue of medical books will be sent to any address upon 
request. | 


A Treatise on Intraocular Tumors. From Original Clinical 
Observations and Anatomical Investigations. With one 
Chromo-Lithographic and Fifteen Lithographic Plates, con- 
taining very many Figures. By H. Knapp, M.D., late 
Professor of Ophthalmology, and Surgeon to the Ophthalmic 
Hospital in Heidelberg. Translated by S. Cole, M.D., of 
Chicago: New York: William Wood & Co., 61 Walker 
Street. 1869. Pp. 323. 

Tue translator of this essay will be recognized by readers of 
the JouRNAL as the author of several very interesting letters for 
its pages, during his residence in Europe, and while in attendance 
upon Dr. Knapp’s clinical and didactic course at Heidelberg. 
As his attendant, Dr. Cole saw most of Dr. K.’s anatomical pre- 
parations, and observed some of the cases described during life. 
He is, therefore, as Dr. K. remarks in the preface to the English 
edition, thoroughly conversant with the subject; a circumstance 
no less indispensable for a good translator than a perfect know- 
ledge of both languages. 

In his pathology, the author adopts mainly the views of Vir- 
chow in his work on Morbid Tumors, but observes: ‘* If I was 
to rely upon the results obtained from my own observation, 
ocular tumors would hardly admit of more than two varieties, V1Z.: 
“ Glioma, originating in the retéza; and sarcoma, proceeding 
from the choroid, and being in part wzpigmented and in part 
melanotic.” 

The descriptions, both general and particular, are very clear 
and explicit, and constitute a valuable contribution to ophthal- 
mology. 

The plates are beautifully executed, and the explanations very 
full and complete. We congratulate the author on the excel- 


lence of the translation, and general typographical appearance of 
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Percussion and Auscultation as Diagnostic Aids. A Manual 
for Students and Practitioners of Medicine. By Dr. 
Cart Hopper, Assistant Physician to the Sixth Westphalian 
Regiment of Infantry. Translated by L. C. Lane, M.D. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1869. Pp. 152. 

Tue author herein seeks to give in a condensed form the views 
of Scoda, Piorry, Traube, Wintrich and Bamberger. Especial 
attention is given to the views of Traube. Although claiming 
to be nothing more than a compend, we fully coincide with the 
translator’s remark, that ‘¢ it contains far more than many of the 
large works on the same subject — being, in fact, a master piece, 
both in thoroughness and brevity.” 

Those who may already have the capital epitome by Barth and 
Rogers, Loomis, Flint and others, will nevertheless do well to 
add this to their libraries. The chapter on the Apex-Impulse 
(appendix) is alone worth the price of the book. It is the only 
satisfactory resume of the topic it has been our fortune to meet. 


Reports of the Illinois State Hospital for the Insane. 1847 
to 1862. Pp. 422. 


WE have also to acknowledge herewith several pamphlets 
(elsewhere noticed) from A. McFarland, M.D., Superintendent. 


A Physician’s Problems. By Cuar tes EtaAm, M.D., M.R.C.P. 
Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co., 1869. Pp. 400. 


Ir is with a sense of unmingled pleasure that, for once, we can 
chronicle the appearance of a book suitable for popular reading, 
at least of educated and thinking men. Dr. Elam has collected 
herein many topics of surpassing interest, and, in the main, has 
elucidated them in a manner which must command attention and 
inspire healthful thought. 

Although intended for general perusal, we sincerely hope that 
among his readers the author may secure that large class of phy- 
Sicians, we are happy to believe daily increasing in numbers, who 
rise above the bald routine of professional practice to a philo- 
sophic consideration and study of the grand first principles and 
large comprehensive truths which entitle Medicine to be ranked, 
not only as the most useful of arts but as the noblest of sciences. 
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The “problems” discussed are eight in number, and we 
regret that we can spare but little space for quotations or even 
abstracts. 

The first problem is that of Matural Heritage, and in the 
exceedingly able and interesting chapter unfolding his views and 
the facts upon which they rest, he concludes: 

1. In procreation, as in creation, we every where trace the operation 
of two principles, Similarity and Diversity. 

2. In obedience to the law of similarity, ‘like produces like,’ equally 
in species, in races, and in families. 

3- In obedience to the law of diversity, children differ from their 
parents and from each other. In accordance, also, with this law, there is 
the power of returning to the specific type, whatever may have been the 
modifications produced accidentally, or by the influence of circumstances, 
upon the race; even as, according to Mr. Darwin, the different varieties 
of pigeon evince a tendency to return to the ‘ blue rock’ type. 

4. We have seen reason to conclude that these two laws are not so 
much opposed as their names would appear to imply; but that diversity 
is produced by the very potency of operation of the law of similarity, 
whereby temporary and accidental conditions are propagated. 

5. Every formation of body, internal or external; every deformity or 
deficiency, from disease or accident; every habit and every aptitude —all 
these are liable to be, or may be, transmitted to the offspring. In the 
case of accidental defects and modifications of the specific type, the off- 
spring wsuvally do not inherit them, but return to the normal type. 

6. Intellectual endowments and aptitudes are liable to transmission; 
and according to the mental cultivation or neglect of the parents will be 
(as a general rule) the capacity and facility of learning of the children. 
This will be more evident in proportion to the number of generations 
through which such cultivation or neglect has been practiced. 

7. All moral qualities are transmissible from parent to child, with this 
important addition, that, in the case of vicious tendencies or habits, the 
simple practice of the parent becomes the passion, the mania, the all but 
irresistible impulse of the child. 

8. Even where the very identical vice is not inherited, a morbid 
organization is the result, which shows itself in some allied morbid 
tendency or some serious physical lesion. 

g- All chronic diseases appear to be transmissible, either in the 
original form, or in the form of a transformation of the morbid ten- 
dency. 

10. These inheritances, normal or abnormal, are not always immediate 
from the parents, or even in a direct line; but they miss one or more 
generations, and sometimes have only appeared in collateral branches, 
as an uncle or grand uncle, etc. The reason for this may be deduced 
from what has been stated above. A man, for instance, does not inherit 
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all the qualities of his father or mother; and of those which he does 
inherit, only some are developed, whilst others remain latent, and are 
probably developed in a byother or sister. But his son may in turn 
inherit the same faculties, with this difference, that those which were but 
latent or potential in the father are fully manifested in him; and so he 
comes to resemble not his own father (or mother) so much as his uncle 
or aunt, or some more distant relative, still descended from one common 
stock. 

11. Of all morbid heritages, unsoundness of mind in its numerous 
forms seems to be the most certain and constant; and the results form a 
considerable proportion of our criminal population. 

12. But whilst by the law of Similarity children become subject to the 
imperfections of their parents, by the law of Diversity they are enabled 
to escape from them; these evils are not necessarily entailed, and a 
proper comprehension of the principles upon which these diversities 
depend, enables us to take such measures as will facilitate this escape. 
And whilst on the one hand we see unhealthy children proceeding from 
healthy parents, on the other we see the morbid tendencies of the parents 
counteracting each other, and giving rise to a healthy offspring. 

13. The offspring of that large portion of our population who are 
given up to intemperance and other forms of vice inherited from their 
parents’ strong impulse and feeble wills, so as to become more or less 
irresponsible, bear a peculiar relation to the law—a relation which 
urgently claims an attention and investigation which it has, as yet, very 
imperfectly received. 

14. It is highly improbable, and perhaps undesirable, that matri- 
monial unions should ever be formed on the scientific principle which 
would lead to the fulfillment of the possibilities hinted at in the foregoing 
observations; yet a due consideration of such principles may be service- 
able in avoiding glaring and palpable evils, if not in producing the 


actual benefit which mZgh¢ accrue under other arrangements. 


The second problem is: Hfow are our armies of Crime and 
Disease recruited ? and treated under the head of Degenerations 
in Man. 

Each race of men look back to the type of perfection, the 
original man, as a countryman of their own, and in fact we have 
no absolute standard of comparison. The author does not 
believe in the Development doctrine in any wise. 

“Even had we no revelation. the hypothesis of a fall from a 
previous higher state, through the action of various climatic and 
moral agencies, would present infinitely fewer difficulties in 
accounting for the phenomena than this absurd theory.” 

The mode in which the vardeties of mankind both physical 
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and moral are produced, is gathered from the considerations set 
forth in the chapter on Natural Heritage. 

Natural modifications of the primitive type occur from ordi- 
nary climatic and other terrestrial agencies. Morbid deviations 
from this type may occur from varying circumstances attendant 
upon his nutrition, his social condition, his habits of life, heredi- 
tary influences, etc. This constitutes a degeneration, and is 
characterized by a tendency to further deterioration, to hereditary 
transmission, and to the more or less speedy extinction of that 
section of the race or community. Mental alienation (#ora/) in 
its various forms, but especially the chronic, is but the concen- 
trated and final expression of degeneracy of race, wheresoever 
the chain of morbid phenomena commenced. 

** Observation shows that, failing certain exceptional elements of regen- 
eration, the offspring of degenerate beings present types of Arogressive 
degradation. This progression may attain such limits that humanity is 
only preserved by the very excess of the evil, and the reason is plain: the 
existence of degenerate beings is necessarily bounded, and it is not even 
necessary that they should reach the das¢ degree of degeneracy in order 
to be smitten by sterility, and become incapable of transmitting the type 
of their degradation.” 

Acclimation in individuals may not pass the boundary of nat- 
ural modification, yet often produces actual degeneration. 

‘* Between the intellectual state of the most savage Bosjesman and that 
of the most refined European, there is much less difference than between 
the state of the said European and that of the degenerate being whose 
intellectual arrest is due to cerebralatrophy, congenital or acquired, or to 
any morbid influence leading to imbecility, idiocy, or dementia.” 

Natural modification is susceptible of some radical improve- 
ment, but the morbid deviation is only susceptible of relative 
amelioration, and a fatal heritage will descend to the progeny. 

‘*There exist certain individuals who resume in their own persons the 
morbid organic tendencies of many previous generations.” 

‘¢ Asylums for the insane are, in this view, but a concentration of the 


’ 


principal forms of degeneration in the race.’ 


Many of the principal probable causes of degeneration, ow in 


operation, are suggested in the chapter, which deserve careful 
reflection, and this very sensible view is taken: 

‘¢ Whether the human race, as a whole, is in a state of degeneration or 
not, is not the question; perhaps were it so, it might not be an insoluble 
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one. But it is clearly proved, or provable, that a great number of special 
degenerations are in progress in the species, and that these are in certain 
proportion to well-defined causes. These causes are in some degree 
removable; in other respects, owing to the constitution of society, they 
admit only of more or less modification. Be this as it may, the first step 
in the process is to Jotnut out the source of these evils, and the mode in 
which they first act upon individuals, and, through them, upon society at 
large.” 

The third problem refers to moral and criminal epidemics : 

Are mental affections and tendencies contagious, like bodily 
diseases? If so,under what conditions? 

The stand-point is this: ‘* The philosopher recognizes no acci- 
dent. To him there is no phenomenon without @ cause, an ante- 
cedent adequate to its production; no cause but such as is 
reducible to daw.” 

The elements are constant, though their combinations may be 
variable. The 4zstory of yesterday is the interpretation of Zo- 
day, the Prophecy of to-morrow. The ¢rregularities of the 
pendulum determined for us the shape of the earth, and the 
trregularities of Saturn and Uranus brought to light a planet 
where it ought to be. The casualties of polarized light defined 
and advanced ail the laws of optics. 

Thus the prevalence of crimes, delusions, and all forms of 
so-called aberrations of human thought and action are found to be 
referrible to known or ascertainable laws. ‘* Man, who has an 
individual responsibility, is the plaything not only of zs own 
passions and instincts, but, through the laws of his being, also of 
those of others.” 

The fourth problem is: 

What effect has the work of the brain upon life, health and 
mind ? 

The writer receives as a philosophical truth that mind is a dis- 
tinct entity—something independent of, and distinct from, matter ; 
closely united, yet not allied; dependent for its manifestation, yet 
distinct in essence. An idea was prevalent among the philoso- 
phers of antiquity that the body was a clog and impediment 
to the acquisition of knowledge, distracting attention by its mate- 
rial relations and requirements; and later theologians look upon 
it as sin incarnate, the source of all evil and temptation, the bar- 
rier between the soul and heaven. In our times this assumed 
antagonism is merging in wider views. 
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‘“‘The present is essentially a practical age; both strong limbs and 
thoughtful minds are in requisition; and the spirit of the age is in noth- 
ing more manifest than in the multiform attempts, by the spread of 
rational education, and the increased attention to the sanitary condition 
of the masses, to balance the interests of these hitherto conflicting ele- 
ments.” 

The brain is to be considered as perfectly adapted to the per- 
formance of its functions — thought, perception, volition, etc., as 
the muscles are for their offices ; alike requiring, for perfection of 
development, appropriate nutrition, exercise and rest. It is 
strengthened and perfected by rational use, and injured by excess, 
just as other organs are. 

Most of the evils attributed to mental labor more probably 
arise from the same causes which operate in other sedentary 
occupations. The youth of feeble and degenerate organization 
is selected as unfitted for physical labor, and doomed to the 
cramped position, the confined atmosphere, and generally un- 
healthy habits of the student; or the precocity of disease, often 
mistaken for genius or mental power, is forced by hot-house 
pressure. ‘The life is short, not decauwse the intellectual 
development is precocious or forced, but it is short and bright 
from a common cause deeply ingrained in the original excep- 
tional organization.” 

The case is, if possible, worse when a boy or man of talents 
below mediocrity is ambitious to excel in pursuits for which he is 
unfitted —as cripples may be anxious to excel in running or 
jumping. There is no more melancholy spectacle than a person 
mistaking their love for any object of mental effort for talent, and 
wearing out their lives in hopeless efforts at performance — 

‘Ever failing, yet sometimes happily unconscious of the failure; try- 
ing again and again, yet ever again coming far short of even their own 
imperfect ideal, — finally succumbing, worn out by constant attrition 
against the rock of the impossible.” 

‘*There are two sorts of good constitutions — good idle constitutions, 
and good working ones. When nature makes a great man, she presents 
him the latter gift.” 


Mr. Maclaren, of the Gymnasium, Oxford, says: “In the 
acquirement of bodily health, mental occupation ts a helpful, 
indeed, a necessary agent.” 
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All reliable statistics show that mental athletes surpass, by far, 
in longevity mere Physécal athletes. He concludes: 

‘The injurious effects of mental labor are, in a great measure, owing— 

To excessive forcing in youth; 

To sudden or misdirected study ; 

To the co-operation of depressing emotions or passions; 

To the neglect of the ordinary rules of hygiene; 

To the neglect of the habits of the body; or, 

To the presence of the seeds of disease, degeneration and decay in the 
system.” 

Illusions and hallucinations afford problem fifth : 

Under what conditions are our senses reliable or unreliable 
witnesses ? 

An illusion is @ false appreciation of areal sensation. A 
hallucination is @ projection externally of an inward concep- 
tion; in other words, @ sabjective sensation. This section, and 
its appendix, concerning Socrates and Pascal, are deeply interest- 
ing and instructive. 

Somnambulism gives the problem : 

“ To what extent may we be made the unconscious playthings 
of our physical organization?” 

Reverie and abstraction suggest the last problem : 

“* To what extent ts attention entitled to be considered the 
one great working faculty of the mind?” 

A great book is often a great mischief, and a little book is, now 
and then, as full of good things “‘as an egg is of meat.” This 
little book, in our opinion, comes in the latter category — but we 
have given it all the space we can spare, and must close the 


notice ** without ceremony.” 


Literary and Sctentific. 


Man in Genesis and tin Geology; or, The Bible Account of 
Man’s Creation Tested by Scientific Theories of his Origin 
and Antiquity. By Joserpn P. THompson, D.D., LL.D. 
Ivol. 1t2mo. Price $1. 

To reconcile Revelation with Science; to go back through 
Ethnology to the origin of the human race; and to examine criti- 
cally the theories of the philosophers and writers on the Develop- 
ment Theory, in order to arrive at the facts, and thus settle the 
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question, is the object of the author. Rev. Dr. Thompson, of 
the Broadway Tabernacle Church, in New York, is considered 
one of the ripest scholars in America. The book contains the 
gist of a vast amount of Scriptural and scientific knowledge, 
reviewing all authorities to date. Published by S. R. Wells, 
New York. 


A Philosophy of Heaven, Earth and the Millenium. * And 
God called the firmament Heaven.”—Gen. i. 8. By James 
A. Spurtock, a Member of the Missouri Bar. W. J. Gilbert, 
Publishers, St. Louis, Mo. 


Notes tn England and Italy. By Mrs. HAWTHORNE. New 
York: G. P. Putnam & Son. 1869. 

Tuose of our friends intending the * grand tour,” will find 
many suggestive “ art notes,” and hints by which both their eyes 
and footsteps may be profitably guided, after crossing the great 
waters. The observant author somewhat checks our own desire 
of visiting the old world by one of her descriptions : 

‘* We, of the other side of the Atlantic, have not the remotest idea how 
dirty a person can be who has not been washed for nearly three thousand 
years. * * * It is only in Europe that one can see a dirty face, and it 
is necessary to come to Europe to comprehend it. Description will not 
avail.” 

Fortunately, her graphic pictures of old world art, letters, anti- 


quities, etc., redeem the prospect thus ominously shaded. 


Through Night to Light. A Novel. By Frepericn Spirt- 
HAGEN. <Author’s Edition. New York: Leypoldt & Holt. 
1570. 

Less known perhaps in this country than Freytag or Auerbach, 
Spielhagen surpasses both in strength, vigor, and depth of passion 
and thought. Prof. Schele de Vere is the translator into excellent 
English, and it is for sale by Keen & Cooke. 


The Annals of Iowa. Published Quarterly by the State His- 
torical Society at Iowa City. October, 1869. Edited by 
Sanford W. Huff, M.D., Corresponding Secretary. 

WE find in this number some interesting details on the Materia 

Medica and practice of the Indian tribes of the West, which we 

extract: 
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‘ MATERIA Mepica.—This department of the profession is limited to a 
few vegetable simples, whose medical virtues have been determined by 
empirical trials, and consists mainly in a few roots, herbs, berries and 
barks of trees, which operate as emetics, cathartics, stimulants, tonics, 
etc.; but in order to secure their mystic virtues, they must be administered 
by a Mis-sis-ke In-nin-e, ¢. e., literally a medicine man, and as Mis-sis-ke 
is herbage, grass, etc., it must be understood that these knights of the 
pestle and pill-box belong to the Botanic faculty. 

‘‘ All medicines are esteemed equally useless unless their administration 
is accompanied with the requisite incantations; and these being only 
known to the mystic fraternity, even the progress of empiricism is deprived 
of its practical usefulness. The preservation of herbs, etc., is but little 
attended to; but small quantities are generally used, and these being 
dried and carefully kept in a leather portmanteau or sack, are commonly 
secure from humidity or heat. As the greatest amount of sickness pre- 
vails in the summer and autumn, it is most convenient for the practitioner 
to call on nature’s drug store for the fresh article. 

** PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.—These doctors are commonly very attentive, 
tender and careful of their patients, of both sexes, and of all ages. In 
fevers they administer emetics and cathartics; and if from spasm, con- 
gestion or other causes, a focus of irritation is suspected, bleeding, cup- 
ping and scarifications of the affected part is resorted to. A thin scale 
of flint is commonly the Indian lancet, scarificator, etc. In cupping, the 
mouth of the operator, or of some relation to the patient, supplies the 
place ofacup. In affections of the liver, deranged or impeded functions 
of the stomach, kidneys, bowels, etc., evacuants, as in fevers, are first 
resorted to, then recourse is had to epispastics, such as the inner barks 
of the butternut tree, or white walnut, also for scarifications, etc. 

‘ Stupping Blood. — ¥or this purpose, which grows abundantly on all 
western prairies, as well as in barren and thinly timbered land, com- 
monly called red root, is chewed or otherwise bruised and applied to the 
wound. They have many other vegetable styptics and astringents in 
general use. 

** Decoctions.— This is a very common form for the administration of 
remedies, either internally or externally. Bathing affected joints or limbs 
with a strong decoction of some stimulating or pungent vegetable, is a 
very popular remedy for rheumatism, white swellings, scrofula, etc. 

** Infusions.—The bark of the bitter elm, infused in cold water, and 
drank in considerable quantities, constitutes a popular remedy for 
the ague and fever. 

** Parturition.—At such times a small separate lodge or camp is pro- 
vided for the accommodation of the patient, and a few female attendants, 
in the centre of which a kind of swing is prepared, fastened above to a 
cross beam provided for the purpose. In this the patient is suspended by 
passing the strap or swing under the armpits; in this position the patient, 
by a slight genuflection, can throw her whole weight upon the swing, 
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or by standing erect upon her feet, thus relieving, in some degree, the 
tediousness of her painful situation. If, however, the accustomed course 
of nature is found to be imveded by preternatnral presentation or other 
causes, an accoucheur is called in to ply the mysteries of his profession 
upon the patient. 

‘*Ifere we may be permitted to give a case as an example of Indian 
skill in this branch of the profession. 

‘¢TIn the summer of 1828, we were called to visit a patient at the distance 
of about fifty miles. We found her very much prostrated from conti: 
and almost incessant labor, and worse than useless exercises for th 
ninety-six hours—a shoulder presentation, with one arm protrudi: 
pulse feeble. with cold perspiration. The doctors (for there were se 
in attendance) were plying their skill at the top of their medical s« 
Soon after our arrival we were informed by these professional gent] 
that one more important and often successful operation still remain 
untried upon the patient. and being assured that she should not be 
turbed in the process of the operation. we consented to witness the pet 
formance, which was as follows: 

‘* About three or four feet of a grape vine was procured, one 
artfully fashioned with a knife in the likeness of a snake's h 
patient was lying on her back, upon a mattress on the ground; 
operator then proceeded silently to pass this artificial serpent ov 
body of the patient, commencing with the head of the vine snak 
the breast, and holding the posterior end in his hand, dexterou 
tating the serpentine motions of a snake, and slowly passing it 
abdomen, and towards the feet of the patient. This process was r 
until we deemed it necessary to resort to more efficient means 
relief of the patient. On inquiry we were told by these learned prot 
that the foetus, on seeing the snake approaching it, in that di 
would endeavor to escape from its confinement in order to 
dangerous beast, and thus accomplish the object so much desire 

** Pathology.—The general tendency of all their arguments and 
ing to explain the pathology and diagnostics of diseases, is to « 
the assumed fact, that the patient has fallen under the baleful inth 


of some supernatural agency.” 


Look Notices. 

The Transactions of the American Medical Association. 
Instituted 1847. Vol. XX. Philadelphia: Printed for the 
Association. 1869. Pp. 853. 

ToGETHER with the Transactions we get a pamphlet, reprinted 
by order of the Association, being, ** The Nomenclature of Dis- 
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eases. Drawn up by a Joint Committee appointed by the Royal 
College of Physicians of London. Subject to decennial revision.” 

The volume of the Transactions for the current year is superior 
in typographical appearance to many of its predecessors, and 
contains several articles of permanent value, aside from the 
formal report of its doings, plan of organization, code of ethics, 
and catglogue of members. We observe that the names of all 
permanent members who have not paid their annual dues are 
omitted. This would clearly be just as to all who became mem- 
bers after the adoption of such a rule, but seems to us unjust to 
those who were in full membership previously. However, 
renewed membership is so easily obtained by anybody, that it is 
hardly worth caviling about. 

Several of the papers contained in the volume are of consider- 
able value. Among these we may mention the essays on JZo/- 
lities Osstum; Therapeutic Uses and Abuses of Quinia and its 
Salts (Dr. Rogers) ; the Prize Essays on Quinia as a Therapeutic 
Agent (Dr. Herrick), and on Atrohia and its Salts, by Dr. Bar- 
tholow. The paper on Albinism in the Negro Race, by Dr. 


Jones, of Nashville, is also a very good one. 


The Physictan’s Hand-Book for 1870. By Wu.t1am ELMER, 
M.D., and ALtBert D. Ermer, M.D. New York: W. A. 
Townshend & Adams, Publishers, No. 434 Broome Street. 
1570. 


Tins hand-book is perhaps too well known to require more 
than an announcement of its issue. To those who may not have 
seen it, we say that it contains, in addition to the usual blanks for 
charges, pocket ledger, etc., some 116 pages of condensed pro- 
fessional information, which must be exceedingly valuable in the 
way of suggestions. It is difficult to conceive of a more compact 
mass of generally useful information than is here atlorded without 


materially enhancing the cost of a common diary. 
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¥2ditorial. 


The State Insane Iospitatl. 


Dr. McFarLanp, Superintendent of the Insane Hospital, ha 
published the following card: 


NOTICE TO THE PuBLic,— Against the better judgment of tl 
. ‘ 


he practice has hitherto obtained of admitting general vi 


oned, t 
apartments of theinsane. It has been allowed under the ide 


ight 


STet 


to allay the distrust existing in some minds toward all 


] 
l 
} 


serve > 4 


itutions, and perhaps it may, to some extent, have had thi 
existence of two boards of supervision —the board of trustee 
board of state charities, whose examinations are frequent 
h— leaves no longer a protest for a usage at once indelicate 
the character and object of the major class of \ 


] 


‘are therefore respectfully informed that under a sens¢ 


-d, this practice will henceforth be discontinued, and 
> vicinity of this institution will confer a favor, by stati: 
rom abroad the reason why a practice, laudable a 


ite institutions in Jacksonville, must tind its exception her 


This is an eminently proper measure, and we trust will 
idly enforced. Every instinct of humanity revolts from the 
of having one’s friends, thus fearfully diseased, exposed 
gaze of the idly curious, like wild animals in a menagerie 
the large majority of instances, such publicity seriously 
the patient, and either retards or imperils recovery. Every 
safeguard is thrown around the unfortunate inmates, so th: 


be wrongly treated or restrained. Friends can alway 


can 
reasonably indulged, but the mere sight-seer should be rigor 
excluded. 

Those who know the superintendent, Dr. McFarland, person- 
ally. need no guarantee that whatever kindness, zealous care, and 
professional skill can accomplish for his patients, will most cer- 
tainly be secured. 

Insanity is the result of physical disease of such a character 
that physiological rest of the affected organ is imperatively 
demanded. How can this be secured when the poor patient has, 


every day, to be * interviewed ” by some sensational reporter? 





Editorial. 


“I 
we 
be | 


Kansas City College of Physicians and Surgeons, 


Tuis is the title of a new candidate for Western professional 
favor. The first, a preliminary and partial course, commenced 
on the first Monday of the present month. The second, which is 
to be a full course, is announced to commence the first Monday 
of October, 1870. Simeon S$. Todd, M.D., is Dean of the Fac- 
ulty, and if his colleagues equal him in energy and ability, an 
excellent institution will be built up on the far-away banks of the 
Missouri. We trust the new school may both deserve and 


achieve success. 


Credit Omitted. 


Dr. Epwarps’ case of Ovariotomy, under the department of 
Loot, in the last number, accidentally was not credited to our 
valued contemporary, the Leavenworth Medical Fournal. Its 
location, however, showed very plainly that there was no inten- 


tional ** trenching on our neighbor’s preserves.” 


New Medical Journal. 


From distant Oregon comes the first number of a sprightly and 
neatly-clad Wedécal and Surgical Reporter. It is edited by E. 
R. Fiske, A.M., M.D., one of the Faculty of Willamette Uni- 
versity, assisted by an able corps of collaborators. $4.00 fer 
annum, in advance. We have marked passages for selection. 
Meanwhile, success to the Oregon Reporter! Address as above, 


Salem, Oregon. 


Tue Phrenological Fournal has now reached its fiftieth vol- 
ume, and celebrates its birthday by changing from the quarto to 
the more convenient octavo form. Without indorsing its pecu- 
liar views of chart phrenology, we may say that it contains 
a large amount of entertaining and instructive matter, and is 
aflorded at $3.00 a year. Specimen copies, 15 cents. S. R. 
Wells, publisher, 389 Broadway, New York. 


Women as Medical Students, 
Our table is flooded with circulars and rejoinders, remonstran- 


ces, petitions, solemn communications and squibs on the woman 
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Nothing is more common than to see the name written half 
Latin and half English. Or, again, it is written in the nomin- 
ative instead of the genitive case. 

Such blunders make the profession a laughing stock to even 
tolerably educated men. 

Again: the punctuation is almost invariably defective. A 
curious example of this is seen in the, generally, very correct 
text of Elmer’s Hand-Book for 1870. In giving several illustra- 
tions of prescriptions, they put a Aervéod after each article named. 
It is unnecessary to say that a semicolon is the proper punctu- 
ation. Again: they assume, contrary to the historical fact, that 
the character J} is an abbreviation for— Pectfe (take thou), 
whereas it is merely the arbitrary sign of a medical prescription, 
and was anciently a hieroglyphic of invocation. The governing 
verb is JZ//sce, and this requires the genitive. In either case the 
periods are wrong, as the sentence is not completed. They also 
give the druggist his directions in Latin (p. 113), which practi- 
cally is dangerous. 

Another trouble is illustrated in the following old-fashioned 
prescription : 


I} Mass. ex Hydrarg., 


Pulv. Aloes Socot., - — ae 


Pulv. Ipecac., - gr. ij; 


M. 


One druggist will put this up with s¢x grains each of the blue 
mass and aloes, and another will put in ¢we/ve grains of each. 
The introduction of the brace ordinarily employed to assure the 
druggist that there has been no accidental omission of a quantity 
(more possible when three or more medicines are used) will per- 
plex him, with chances that he will get it wrong, whichever 
way is desired. 

A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, and unfortunately our 
friends, the apothecaries, illustrate this too often for our personal 
happiness. Substitution of similar medicines (tannin for gallic 
acid, for instance) is among the least of the liberties they take 
with our formulae. They should be held responsible for dispens- 
ing the prescription exactly as it is written, unless there is clearly 
an error of a dangerous nature, when it is their business at once 
to notify the author. 
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SPEAKING of druggists, reminds us that the Chicago College of 


rn 
Pharmacy at a recent meeting (Novy. 17), took the following 


action : 

WuereEAS, A Convention has been called for the revision of the U.S. 
Pharmacopeeia to meet in Washington, in May, 1870, and it being desir- 
able to make the proposed revision as complete and perfect as possible, 
and 

WueEREAS, The interests of the Medical profession are identical 1 
our own, in this, that the preparations and processes of the Pharm: 
paeia should be made to correspond with the ascertained want: 
protession and to the advancement in science during the past decade. and 


WHEREAS, Our united efforts will enable us to accomplish mor 


cessfully the desired results, therefore be it 

Resolved. That the members of the Medical profession and the Dru 
gists of Chicago be respectfully invited to attend the Pharmacal Meetings 
of this College and participate in the discussions upon the next d 
nial revision of the U. S. Pharmacopaia. 


The Pharmacal Meetings will be held on Wednesday evening 


of each week, commencing at § o’clock, in the rooms of the Col- 


lege, Room 12, 77 Dearborn street. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


THOSE subscribers who have written for back numbers of the Jour 
supplied soon. Temporary ¢xd7sposition of our previous pub- 


\ 


J. W. H.) causes a little delay, which certain proceedings I hay 


instituted will speedily abate. J. ApAMs ALLEN. 


2 Oot. 


Malavial Heamaturia, 


Our readers are aware that since 1866 there has been prevail- 
ing, through different sections of the Southern States, a peculiar 
form of malarial disease, to which this designation has been 
affixed. It has been variously termed: ‘ Hamorrhagic malarial 
fever, black jaundice, cachemia or malarial cachemia, cachemia 
hemorrhagica, malignant congestive fever, icterode pernicious 
fever, purpuremia, yellow remittent, yellow disease, canebrake 
yellow fever, new disease, intermittent icteroid fever, malarial 
hematuria, bilious hamaturic fever,” etc. 
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From an intelligent editorial in the Southern Argus (Selma, 
Ala..) we clip the following : 

“Tt naturally occurs to us to ask why we should have a new 
and dangerous disease amongst us since the war, in addition to 
all our other troubles? Perhaps a good reason can be found. 
Our surrender, in 1865, has been the ‘direful source of woes 
unnumbered ” — political, social and pathological. Among the 
pathological woes is this disease ; and it is consequent upon the 
others. The exclusive cause of this disease, as it is of fever and 
ague, chills, congestive chills, bilious fever, etc., is walarza. Of 
course we can not tell what malaria is; but we can tell what are 
found to be the conditions necessary for its generation, to-wit: 
heat, moisture (stagnant), decaying vegetable matter, and a long- 
continued still or motionless atmosphere, or absence of strong air 
currents and winds. These conditions have been more abundant 
in the South since the war than previously. The deranged labor 
system has left large tracts of land, previously fine plantations, to 
lie idle, the ditches on them to become filled, and the water 
drains generally clogged up; ponds have formed where once were 
fields; in other words, an efficient policing and hygiene of plant- 
ations and towns has been neglected. In this way our climate 
has been caused to resemble that of the warm infra- -tropical coun- 
tries; and with this state have come the diseases hitherto confined 
to those regions. All the diseases of our section are influenced 
by this atmospheric constitution. We have more of the graver 
forms of malarious diseases than of yore. It may be that the 
depre ssion of spirits of our people has had some agency in this, 
in addition to the bad atmospheric constitution. They have co- 
operated. Melancholy and despondency always invite low forms 
of disease, and make the human body much more susceptible to 
attacks from morbific poisons. Thus comes about this fatal dis- 
ease. The bad morale of our people cripples their vital energy, 
and makes them an easy prey: our neglected plantations and 
insufficient sanitary regulations and hygienic policing have made 
malaria more abundant and potent; so, these two causes combin- 
ing, we have all the malarious fevers we have heretofore been 
used to ina graver and less manageable form, and, in addition 
thereto, a new and grave disease, of malarial origin, invited up 
from the tropics. This disease is not the yellow fever. There 
are two forms of yellow fever recognized in Aitken’s work on the 
Practice of Medicine, viz.: specific yellow fever (the worst 
kind), and malarial yellow fever. These come as epidemics. 
The disease under consideration is neither one of these. The 
reader can select any of the names for it proposed above that 
suits his taste ; though it would be well not to call it yellow fever, 
for fear of confounding it with the genuine disease of that name. 

“We do not venture to suggest a treatment for this disease ; 
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for in this the ablest members of the medical profession fail to 
agree among themselves; but we believe it is agreed that preven- 
tion is easier than cure, and that this disease can be prevented. 
The way to exterminate the disease is to enforce throughout the 
country the most rigid sanitary regulations, in the matter of ditch- 
ing and draining especially. The way to prevent this disease in 
each individual case, is to cure the chills, to prevent the deteriora- 
tion of the blood by long exposure to malarial influences 
Chronic chills are the finger-boards to malarial hematuria; and 
this fact is at once the key to its cause, and the guide to a rationa 
treatment. Almost invariably the victims of this disease have 
been long affected with malarial poison, if they have not had reg- 
ular paroxysms of intermittent fever.” 


Embolism of the Weart and Pulmonary Arteries, 


PLAYFAI! 


thinks that the term emdo//sm should never be applied 


to cases of tibrinous obstruction of the heart and pulmonary arteries, 
uuless two conditions are met with on Jost-mortem examination. 
On he existence of aclotin some part of the peripher eta 
te m which an embolus can be derived ; the other is the existe: 

in the pulmonary clots of distinct and separ ate portions of peculiar ir 


fibrine. which has traveled from the peripheral thrombus, to wh 
it corresponds in structure, and around which more recent fibrit 
is gen rally deposited. If no clots exist in any of the veins, the 
case vies irly cannot be one of embolism, but of thrombosis. 

Emb oli ism of the pulmonary artery is a frequent cause of sudden 
death after delivery, and Playfair reports a case in which the 
raveled embolus was not only found, but the exact site from which 
it was detached also determined. A young woman, in the sixth 
month of her third pregnancy, underwent an operation for fissure 
of the rectum: abortion took place on the eighth day, precede: 
by a pulse of 160, temperature of 103, and respirations go. Then 
she had extreme dyspna@a, face excessively pale, and expressive ' 
extreme anxiety. lips white, uterus well contracted, no pulse 
Wrist or posterior tibial artery, the sounds of the heart almost nil 
in fact. she had all the symptoms of obstruction of the right side 
of the heart characteristic: lly developed. She called incessantly 

and died as if suffocated. 
right side of the heart was extremely distended, as were 
ro large veins of the neck and the two cave. At tl 

bifurcation of the pulmonary artery, plugs of firm fibrine were 
found poser Ra into the primary divisions of the pulmonary 
artery. Inthe centre of one of these fibrinous plugs was foun d 
another piece of fibrine, of the shape of an almond, very rou 
on one side, nearly an inch long, surrounded by, yet equate 
from, the remainder of the fibrine, which was of a less firm con- 
sistence. 
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At the junction of the internal and external iliac veins of the 
right side, there was a clot of fibrine about two and a half inches 
long, and about its centre was a roughened portion which fitted 
closely to the corresponding rough surface of the pulmonary clot. 

It is very clear what had occurred. At some period of the 
eight days which elapsed petween the operation and death, a 
coagulum had formed in the iliac vein. The portion found in the 
centre of the pulmonary coagulum had become detached, and 
was carried through the venous circulation until it was arrested 
in the pulmonary artery; then fresh fibrine was deposited around 
it until the pulmonary arterics became more and more obstructed, 
and death ensued. 

In twenty-five other cases, twelve only were due to true embol- 
ism, and death generally took place after the nineteenth day ; the 
remaining fifteen were cases of thrombosis, in which the fatal 
result occurred at a much more early period.—J/ed. Gazette. 


Aqua Chlorini in Trichinitis. 

DurinG the late epidemic of trichinitis in Hildesheim, Germany, 
one of the physicians, taking the symptoms of his three first 
patients for cholerine, prescribed concentrated Ag. chloriniz, and 
noticed rapid subsidence of the colicky pains. He continued this 
remedy even after observing the mistake, and succeeded with it 
fully in fourteen cases, five of which were of the highest grade, 
by giving at first, every third hour, two tea-spoonfuls, and when 
the catarrh of the stomach had gradually subsided, one tea- 
spoonful, a draught of water to be taken five or ten minutes after 


the dose.—J/ed. Bulletin. 


Deodorized Carbotic Acid. 


CarBotic Acip may be deodorized by mixing it in a crystalized 
form with twice its weight of gum c: amphor, and adding whiting 
to the compound. In this form it is said to be valuable, both 
as a disinfectant and as a protection to furs against moths.—1/ed. 
Bulletin. 


Treatment of Delirium Tremens. 


Dr. FLEMING, of the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham (2ritish 
Medical Fournal), treats delirium tremens as follows: The 
patient is placed in bed. For a diet, milk and a strong beef-tea, 
alternately, every four hours, and gradually, as the appetite im- 
proves, chicken, mutton, etc., until the stomach can accept ordi- 
nary food. Alcoholic stimulants in every form are stopped at 
once and entirely. When the patient is faint the following is 
prescribed : 
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i} E&theris chlorici (Duncan & Flockhart), spiritus ammonize 
aromatici, sing., - - - - - - - iij; 
Tincture lavandulx, comp., iv; 
Spiritus vini gallici, - - - - - - - =: 

Two drachms for a dose, in a wine-glass of water, every two or 
four hours. 

The further addition of alcoholic poison having been stopped, 
the objects of treatment are: First, To eliminate the poison 
already in the blood. Second, To control its effects. Third, To 
favor convalescence. To promote elimination by the skin and 
kidneys, the following mixture is given: 

R Spiritus etheris nitrosi, liquoris ammoniz acetatis, sing., 

Soda phosphatis, sodx et potassa tartratis, sing., - 
Aqua ad., - - . - - - - - - 
Two ounces every four hours, two hours before meals. 


A colocynth and hyoscyamus pill, with from $ grain to a grain 


of the acetic extract of colchicum is given, should an active purge 
be indicated. To control the eflects of the poison two drachms 
of the following are to be taken every four hours, one hour before 
food, in a large wine-glassful of water: Ten drachms of dilute 
phosphoric acid, with twenty drachms of tincture of hops. To 
induce sleep, the subjoined draught is ordered : 

} Ticture cannabis, . - - - M. xxx. ad lx.; 
Ligoris morphiz acetatis, - MM. xv. ad ix.; 
Spiritus ztheris nitrici, - - eT 

Aquie pimentii, - - . - ‘ - - ad = ij; M. 
This medication is pursued until convalescence is established, 
when the tonic regimen is strictly enforced, incuding pure air. 
good food, cold bathing, with zinc and iron as blood tonics.—.J/ed. 


Record. 


Detection of Blood Stains. 


Dr. RicHarpson, in the American Fournal of Medical 
Scéence, speaking of this subject, says: 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Linderman, Director, and Mr. J. 
R. Eckfelt, Chief Assayer of the United States Mint, I was 
enabled to estimate the delicacy of the microscopic test for blood, 
as follows: Upon a square of waxed paper determined by Mr. 
Eckfelt, on the accurate balance used for the National Assays, to 
weigh exactly 48 milligrammes, I made twenty dots of fresh 
blood from my finger, which, when dry, added .4 of a milli- 
gramme to the original weight, and consequently were each on 
an average equivalent to about .o2 of a milligramme, or I-3200 
of a troy grain nearly. The fourth part of one of these spots, 
weighing, of course, in round numbers 1-12000 of a grain, was 
detached with the point of a cataract needle, and, when moistened 
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under the 1-25 showed many hundred well-defined, red-blood 
corpuscles; ten circular ones among them, measured with the 
micrometer, averaged 1-3494 of an inch in diameter, and could, 
therefore, by this criterion of superior size alone, be diagnosti- 
cated from the corpuscles of an ox, sheep, or pig, with the same 
feeling of certainty with which any surgeon could testify that a 
perforation of the skull only haif an inch across could not possibly 
have been made by any bullet measuring an inch in diameter. 

The Boston Fournal of Chemistry, on the same subject, says: 

Prof. Bloxam has found that a mixture of tincture of guaiacum 
and ozonized ether (that is, a solution of peroxide of hydrogen 
in ether) instantly produces, with blood or blood stains, a beautiful 
blue tint. Prof. B., in the case of a stain twenty years old, 
extracted a single linen fibre with an almost inappreciable amount 
of the stain upon it; and, on subjecting it to this test, the blue 
color was readily distinguished through the microscope. 

The spectroscope may also be employed as an extremely deli- 
cate test for blood-stains. Mr. Sorby has shown that the one- 
thousandth part of a grain of the red coloring matter of the blood 
may be thus detected with the greatest certainty. 


Recipe for Burns. 


Make a saturated solution of alum (four oz. in a quart of hot 
water). Dipacotton cloth in this solution and apply immediately 
on the burn. As soon as it becomes hot or dry, replace it by 
another, and continue doing so as often as the cloth dries, which 
at first will be every few minutes. The pain will immediately 
cease; and, after twenty-four hours of this treatment, the burn will 
be healed, especially if commenced before blisters are formed. 
The astringent and drying qualities of the alum will entirely pre- 
vent their formation. The deepest burns, such as those caused by 
boiling water, drops of melted metal, phosphorus, gunpowder, 
fulminating powder, etc., all have been cured by this specific.— 


Lbid. 


The Case of Dr. Schoeppe, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 


STATEMENT of a Committee of the Medical Society of the 
County of New York, in relation to a ‘ Hypothetical Case,” pre- 
sented by Dr. Schoeppe, and based upon the testimony of the 
Witnesses during his trial. 

The papers forwarded by Dr. Schoeppe were presented at the 
stated meeting, September 6, 1569, the earliest moment practica- 
ble after their arrival, and referred to a committee of three, with 
power. The following is the result of their deliberations : 

ABSTRACT OF THE Ev1DENCE. — The only evidence in relation 
to the matter examined by the committee, is found in four octavo 
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pages of printed matter, entitled, ‘* Hypothetical Case based upon 
Testimony of the Witnesses,’ and ** Chemical Analysis based 
upon the Testimony of the \liomigune~an ” Tt is therein shown that 
a woman, sixty- five years of age, a frequent sufferer from vei tigo, 
complained of illness thirty- coe hours before her death. he 
was probably nauseated, since an active emetic was taken, which 
produced its legitimate result about thirty-one hours before death. 
Eight hours after this, or twenty-three hours before death, she 
became semi-comatose; coma was pronounced in about three 
hours more; and twelve hours before death paralysis of the ri 

side of the face and tongue had supervened. Paralysis of 

entire right side of the body is rendered highly probable by the 
position in bed, and the warmth and moisture of the right side. 
as contrasted with the coldness and absence of perspiration on 
the left. Both pupils were contracted. The patient remained in 
this condition until her death. The positive symptoms were 
these: Old age, vertigo, * indisposition,” vomiting, semi-coma 
merging into coma, paralysis of right side of face, difference in 
temperature of two sides of box ly, and contraction of pupils. 

That feature, in this train of symptoms, which must at 
attract attention, is the paralysis. Exclude this from the 
dence, and the remaining signs would indicate either ura 
narcotic poisoning. But with paralysis of oe stde of the 
present, even more strongly than if it existed on both sides, | 
oning by any medicinal agent is at once imperatively exclud 
No drug, or combination of drugs, is capable of destroying 
nervous power of a portion of the body situated at one sid 
the median line, while this power is retained by the correspon 
ing part on the other side. ; 

And vet this is precisely the condition, which lay witness¢ 
have shown, obtained in the case above quoted. The right s! 
of the face losi its nervous stimulus, and became incapable 
resisting the normal power of the opposite muscles. JT 
therefore, dragged the mouth and nose toward the left. 
tongue was ina similar condition. Jt is not necessary to refer t 
the remainder of the body, for though it is probable that hemi- 
plegia existed, it would not strengthen our position were the 
proof complete. 

That the symptoms were due to blood poisoning consequent 
upon kidney disease, is possible, but not probable, since death 
from uremia is commonly ushered in by convulsions. We have 
a much more likely cause in either softening or sanguineous a 
plexy in the brain. The former is a recognized cause of all the 
symptoms in this case, and upon inspection the diseased organ 
may yield no other evidence of the change than a reduction of 
the normal firmness of the parts. 

This brings us naturally to the autopsy, which was conducted 
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in a deplorably negligent and unscientific manner. The exami- 
nation of the brain revealed an absence of effused blood in the 
substance of the organ, and also from its superficial parts, unless 
the ** large amount of blood in the cranium, the origin of which 
the examining physician could not tell,” were clotted. This, 
however, is unlikely, both from the fluidity of the blood in other 
parts, and the fact that apoplexy was not therefrom suspected. 
A portion of the brain near the fourth ventricle was found to be 
softened, but twelve days after death, even in winter, a slight 
degree, at least, of such change might be expected. We there- 
fore attach very little importance to this discovery. The arteries 
of this organ should have been carefully traced, since a coagulum 
forming suddenly in one or more of them would be likely to pro- 
duce very sudden death with vertigo, nausea, paralysis and coma. 
The softened part should have been submitted to microscopical 
investigation. The heart should have been scrutinized with 
utmost care as to the condition of its valves and its size; and the 
arteries with regard to their coats; especially in the kidneys of so 
aged a person should have been sought some explanation of the 
phenomena. All of these points were omitted, and we have the 
single item of positive intelligence, of questionable value, that 
softening existed. 

To return — cerebral apoplexy is probably excluded, and we 
are brought to the conclusion that white softening, or partial 
anemia of the brain, was the cause of death. With regard to 
the post-mortem appearances in this affection, we may quote 
from one of the highest authorities in matters of this nature, Pro- 
fessor Niemeyer, who states that * Partial anemia of the brain 
can not by any means always be definite ‘ly made out in the dead 
body. * * * On account of the difficulty of decid- 
ine whether a portion of brain has been anwmic during life, we 
should make it a rule to seek most carefully for any obstruction 
of the cerebral arteries, particu larly of the arteria fosse Sylvii, in 
any cases where the patient has died from a chronic brain dis- 
ease, or an acute one beginning with a sudden occurrence of 
hemiplegia, unless the autopsy gives some other satisfactory ex- 
planation of the symptoms. Before attention was called to the 
occurrence of this. anomaly, autopsy, in cases of severe brain dis- 
ease with hemiplegia, often furnished nothing satisfactory.” 

The same author quotes Bamberger with deference, as express- 
ing the opinion that it is well nigh impossible, in cases of sudden 
death preceded by hemiplegia and coma, to predict whether san- 
guincous apoplexy or partial anemia would be discovered upon 
examining the brain. 

As may be inferred from the first quotation, white softening of 
the brain is due to the more or less rapid plugging of cerebral 
arteries by clots of blood or fibrin, which thus cut off the vascular 
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supply, and produce death (necrosis) of the brain tissue to an 
extent commensurate with the distribution of the artery or arteries 
involved. This may be caused by a diseased condition of the 
walls of the vessels of the brain, or by a plug coming from the 
heart or lungs. 

The prominent symptoms which announce this condition are 
vertigo, which may have existed for many months, nausea, and 
finally paralysis, coma and death. 

It is therefore our opinion that the patient died from natural 
causes, judging exclusively from the * Hypothetical Case” pre- 
sented to us. 

Wma. B. Lewis, M.D., 

Emit NeoGGeraTtu, M.D., 

A. Fiixt, Jr., M.D. 
—NMedical Record. ° 

Dr. Schoeppe has been sentenced to death, but we believe Gov. 
Geary has temporarily suspended the execution. So far as the 
published evidence goes, we most fully believe that his hanging 
would be nothing more nor less than judicial murder. 


Lactic Acid in Croup, 


ht}. Acid lactici gtt. xv ad gtt.xx; aq. = ss M., may be used 
to advantage in croup. This quantity to be used every half hour 
with an inhaling apparatus, diminishing the acid to gtt. x, then to 
ett. v, and inhaling it but every half hour or two hours, when the 
dyspnoea decreases, which is said to disappear entirely in seven, 
ten, or twelve hours. Protect the eyes and face from the vapor. 
Dr. Weber prescribes, besides this local treatment, the following 
internally: I. Sod bicarb., 3 ij; aq. = iv. M. Sig. A 
table spoonful every half hour, or every hour, till the dyspnea 
disappears.—J/ed. Gazette. Med. Bulletin. 


Mith. 


Dr. CAMERON, a Dublin chemist, has been experimenting on 
the milk of the sow, and has shown that it contains eighteen per 
cent. of nutritious matter, while human milk contains but eleven 
per cent. The relative nutritive values of different kinds of milk 
may be thus arranged in an increasing order: Human milk, 
cow’s, goat’s, ewe’s, mare’s, ass’s, and sow’s. This accounts for 
the rapid growth of young pigs compared with other animals. 
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